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v we preach not ur ſelves, but Chriſt 
eſus the Lord; and ourſelves your 
Servants for Feſus ſale. 


HE Apoſtle obſetves, "that 
Dat bad happened to bim 
TS with regard to his Impriſon- 
ment at Rome, tho! it ſeemed 
to bear ſo melancholy an 
Aſpect, yet did on the whole 

al out by the ſpecial Providence of God 
br the Furtherance of the Goſpel * ; and we 
my juſtly apply the ſame Reflection to feve- 
| other very afflitive Circumſtances: of his 
fe, and particularly to the moſt perverſe and 
juſt Oppoſition which he met with from 
oſe factious Teachers, eſpecially of the Cir- 
umciſjon, who gave ſo much Diſturbance to 
im and the Churches. The Attack which they 
made upon his Character and IntereſtatCorrnth, 


Phil. i. 12. „ 
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laid bim under a Neceſſity 25 5 5 
things Which he would have gladly-omi 
and of - mentioning ſome - Circumſtances 
his Hiſtory, - which had: otherwile' per 
remained unknown, at leaſt could never . 
appeared with equal Evidence and Spirit 
While he is ingaged in his own Vindication, 
and entering into the Particulars of his Cx. 
rater and Conduct, he drops many vey 
edifying Expreſſions, which are worthy the 
moſt attentive Regard both of Miniſters and 
private Chriſtians; of which the Word 1 
have now been reading, are none of the leaf 
conſiderable. He waso bliged to ſay ſome- 
thing which might look like an bee og: 
on himſelf, and therefore chuſes to f 
the Name of all his faithful Brethren in th 
Miniſtry, as well as in his own. Now aft 
he had declared that they had renounced tle 
hidden things of Difhoneſty, (which were the 
great Myſteries of the Heathen Prieſthood 
and probably the ſecret Spring which acuated 
theſe Fudaizing Teachers,) mot like them 
walking in Graftineſs, nor handli ng. the Wir 
of God deceitfully, or adulterating it with any 
foreign and corrupt Mixtures ; but acting { 
conſtantly in the Sight of Cod, as to ſecunt 
to themſelves a ſires Teſtimony i in the Con 
ſciences of all that intimately. knew then 
and accurately obſerved them; he adds, F 
we preach not ourſelves, but Chrif Teſus th 
Lord; and IN ar Servants for 2 


* i * 1 * 5 
* * - 4 7 
' * 
. 
* 
, 4 , * þ o 
f ; : : \ 
* . 4 \ 


make it our increaſing Care to form our- 
elves by them; and beholding as in a Glaſs 


the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, _ 
I will be my Buſineſs in the Proceſs on 
ny Diſcourſe from theſe Words, 
I. To illuſtrate the Account which the 
Apoſtle here gives of his own Conduct, 
and that of his Brethren in the Chri- 
ſtian WM . 8 


Il. To conſider the Principles on which 
we may reaſonably conclude they acted, 


to it. | 


III. 1 sn ALL cloſe with ſome Reflections 
on the whole. 31.604 8 
HY of Beſs 

| cuvsE to throw my Diſcourſe into ſuch. 
Form, as it will give me an Opportunity 
luggeſting my Advice and Exhortations to 
u, my dear and Reverend Brother, who 


FE ſeems evident to me, that Ver. 3 and 4 come in as a 
theſis, po ns iy 


rule . Oh that every Chriſtian Miniſter 
who in ſucceeding Ages hath read theſe 
Words, had been delivered into the Mold 
o them! Oh that we whom God hath ho- 
noured with this high and holy Calling, may 


the beautiful Model, may be changed into 


and by which they were influenced. 


© this Day giving yourſelf up to this ex- 


cellent 
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cellent Work, in the moſt humble and x. 
ſpectful Manner; which I am no the more 
ſollicitous to do, leſt I ſhould ſeem to didat 
to thoſe from whom I ſhall always be ready, 


with great Pleaſure and Deference, to teceine 
Inſtructions. 13 It 945 


I. I am to confider the Account which 
the Apoſtle gives of his own Conduct, and 
that of his Brethren in the Chriſtian Mimiſtry; 
We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 'Feſius the 
Lord; and ourſelves your Servants for Teſu 
fake. In which Words he plainly declares 
that they did not make themſelves the chic 
End of their Miniſtry, but faithfully devoted 
it to the Service of Chriſt as the great Lord 
whom they endeavoured to ſerve by all the 
moſt humble and affectionate Condeſcenſion 
to thoſe that were committed to their Mi 
niſterial Care. „ 

I. TE Apoſtles did not make themlclvy 
the chief End of their Miniſtry. _ 

We, ſays St. Paul, preach not ourſelves." 
is to be feared that ſome did ſo even inthe 
early Days, for the Antichriſtian Spirit beg 
to work betimes ; ſo that it gave Paul re 
ſon to ſay, that they ſerved not Chriſt Je) 
but their own Belly, while they preached ut 
out of. Contention, rather than Love, ju 
| fofing to add Affiction to his Bonds x; ini 


* Phil. i. 15, 16. 
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(2). 


mu kh that he complains. of it as a general, 

though bleſſed be God, not a univerſal Cha- 
(ter, all ſeek their own things, not the things 

which are Feſus Chrifi's *. But this was far 
om being the Character of the Apoſtle, or 
any faithful Diſciple of Chriſt; who muſt 
haye learnt in ſome meaſure that eſſential 
Branch of the Chriſtian Character, to deny 


ho his Maſter to ' Crucifixion itſelf, ſhould, 
he lead him on in that painfal and | dange- 


us Way . 


whrly to obſerve, that theſe good Men did 
not ek their own Applauſe, their own In- 
tereſt, or their own Power and Authority, 
s the chief End of undertaking and proſe- 
ating the Miniſtry; for each of theſe par- 
ticulars muſt be included i in this general Ex- 
preſſion, e preach not ourſelves, and it will 
be our Wiſdom to regard each. 

Tü ESE primitive Miniſters did not, in 
preaching the Goſpel, aim at their own Ap 


flauſe and Reputation. 


++ © 7 


haſſion 8, "= the Purſuit: * it . a 
Mark of the moſt generous Mind. But Chri- 
tian Apoſtles had higher Views. F 


* Phil. il. 1. 1 Mat. vi. 2. 
| cConſidered 


1 
. . ⁰¹ mA w ²¾ N ]⅛ô¶V]ꝗ¶ .... T 


24 
4 be 
= 
RN 
- — RJ 
#53 
A 
= 42 
+44 
N , 
0 - — — — 8 — 2 — o 
—— — 
— . — —»eqũ TTT a Gene : —8,M a * — AE CC LIEEIS 
— — —ͤ—ũ——— — — wo — — 0 
© — <4 OY — 


timſelf, and taking up even his Croſs to fol- 


Ir may be * our while more parti- 


In E = OY Men 2 the Heathens 
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of an exact Orator,” ſo that People ſhould 


Streets, and ſay, That is Paul] a little Circum- 


pel, in a plain and ſerious, a\ rational and 


'< 8 p 
conſidered themſelves as in the Preſence gt 
God, and had the Any aw Arnbition'® 


plauſe and Adiviration diſappeated* 28 kg 
than nothing. It is, ſays good St. Paul ; 

very  ſinall thing to me, the ſmalleſt Matte 
one can imagine, ＋ to be judged of Maiii 
Fudgment, for he that judgeth me is the Lori 
On this Principle we find, that when be 
came to Corinth, though! it were ſo learned 
and polite a City, he did not affect to con 
with the Excellency or Loftineſs of Me wr 

and the perſuaſive Mords of Man's Wiſe 

he did not labour for the exacteſt Fortns 00 
Expreſſion, nor ſtudy; to compoſe and del. 
ver his Diſcourſes in ſuch a Manner as mipht 
moſt eaſily have gained him the Reputation 


point after him as he paſſed throagh the 


ſtance with which poor Demoſthenes wus ſo 
highly delighted; but he centented Hime 
with preaching Abe plain things of the Gol 


unaffected Manner, cher Men would 
hear, or whether' they would forbear. Alf 

indeed he was rather on his guard agaiblt 
too pomp ons and florid a Style, leſt it aud 
fee that a- Man who was fo: ſtudious 0 
adorn the Poctrines of the Goſpel, did not 


5 0 5 E. EAd)y t5oy, 1 Cor. iv. 3. 4- 1 Cc. ii l. 
L312: thoroughly 
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ri ſhould have become of none Effect u, 


— 


5 


leiſure for Trifles. 


ave in his Epiſtles. They appear to be 


ning to the moſt methodical Order; abound- 
g erery here with a great many lively and 
zutiful Digreſſions, that often run into each 
er in a Manner which the ſtricteſt Rules of 
lite Writing will hardly allow. In a word, 

eminently ſee in St. Paul, perhaps beyond 


8 . ee 


dent Life. 


* 1 Cor. i. 17. + Mat. Xi 35. 
iy | B _ 5 


horoughly believe Wr ; ad ſo be Cg of 


ritten out of the Fulneſs of his Soul, but 5 
ithout any Anxiety about the Style, or any 
xy exact Care even to range the Ideas ac- 


other Writer in the World, a good Man 


1 ging out of the good T1 reaſure of his. Heart 
* Hina T, with a kind of magnificent 
-zligence.. His Works are like a Wilder- 
of beautiful and fragrant Plants; ſpring 
up promiſcuouſly out of a happy Soil; 
C8" amidit all their ſeeming Confuſion, pro- 
ing, to a natural Taſte, a finer Effect 
un if they were drawn out with à ſali- 
a" Care, ſet in the moſt regular Fi 3 
cut into a thouſand artificial Forms. 
Mlearx, the Apoſtles, and their F * 
10 bourers in the Goſpel-Miniſtry, were not 
% ned by a View to the Poſeſfions of the 


chen an Apoſtle ſeemed ſo little penetrated 
with the Argument drawn from it, as to be 


doeh a Turn of Mind 255 may — 5 0 
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kind * Porch to the Temple of Manno 


it may be objected with regard to ſame: 


in his younger Days with the greateſt M 


een 
Tr s E holy Men abherssch ih we. 
Thoug ht of making the Church of, Chit; 


The Circumſtances in which they Youngs 
their Work, were ſuch, as could | 
room to ſuſpect that they ſought it 8 
as a  gainful Trade. On the contrary, at tha 
very firſt, ſetting. out in it, they left: Ml; th 
they might follow their Maſter, And th 


them; that their All Was little, yet they he 
at leaſt Food and Raiment, and 4 1 
Which they could call their own';: When 
when they devoted themſelves to the Mini 
of the Goſpel, one of them could Ar | 
Name of the reſt, even to this Day wen 
gry and naked, and have no certain. Duvli 
place &. And this Was St. Paul, who ſeul 
to have reſigned very great Proſpecte, hi 
his liberal Education, his remarkable 
ciency and Zeal in the Few 4 Rag 
and the degree of Favour which he. hade 


of his Nation, might fairly have given li 
But hoe ching s which were befor Guis 
him, he 5 Loſs for Chriſt #3 1 
when he had once devoted himſelf to 
Service, his Actions as well as his Wd 
plainly ſhewed, that he Was crucified to 
World by the Croſs of his Redet 


* 1 Cor. iv. 11. 


( II 1 
could chere nd appeal to the Corinthians* N 
that his Conduct had proved he fought an 


Tieſalontans cr, could make an Appeal to 
God himſelf, that he had never uſed 4 Cha 
of Coveteoufneſs, Nay, when leaving the Ephe- 
fans, amongſt whom he had made ſo long an 
Abode, that his real Temper muſt have been 
covered, he could aſſure them, and they 
emſelves could teſtify the Truth of i it, that he 
bud been ſo far from covering any Man's Si luer, 
r Gold, or Apparel, that his c Hund bad 


fer to prevent his being burdenſome to them, 
gen for the Neceſſaries of Life, he had 
metimes added the Labour of the N _ 
0 that of the Day. *: >: 

Nox did theſe holy Men arrogate t to Gen 
tives any ſecular Power, or pretend to any 
luthority over the Civil Liberties of Man 
GroTIUS ſuppoſes | this: to be che dect 
d principal Meaning of the Text; "+ 
zach not qurſelves ar Lords, but proclaim 
rift Jeſus alone under that Character: And 


ch a Limitation as he would lay upon 
beſe primitive Paſtors of the Church, ac- 
rding to that excellent Advice of St/ Peter 


2 Cor. xii, 14. Þ+ 1 Theff. 5 * + Ads xx. 35, 34. 
B 2 ; * 


theirs, but them; and when writing to the 


infered to his: Neceſſities"; and that in or- 


b undoubtedly is included in the Phraſe, 


ough I can ſee no imaginable Reaſon for 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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(fo peculiarly forgotten by thoſe who! haje 
contended for the Honour of being his onh 
Succeſſors) did not behave as Lords over Gut; 
Heritage; and though they infiſted-upoy 
it, that what they wrote by a divine Ren 
lation and Direction, ſhould be received x 

the Commandment of Chriſt r, yet Paul hin 
ſelf expreſly renounces all Claim to a D0 
minion over Mens Faith: Thereby cone 
ſing himſelf not to be the Maſter of the f 
mily, but merely a Servant in it, who d 
fired to be regarded by them, no farthe 
than he could prove that he ſpake in a ge 
Name than his own.. Let a Man, ſays he} 
fo efteem of us as Minifters of Chriſt, 4 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, of who 
the great thing required is, that we be faut 
Faithful to him whoſe Commiſſion we be 
Nor did they ever pretend that this en 
ordinary Character of Meſſengers from He 
ven gave them any Claim to ſecular Power! 
Earth; they aſſumed no Authority: 7 
porals in order to Spirituals; and they we 
not penetrating enough to underſtand i 
Doctrine of the F Swords 8, with W f a 
many have ſince been ſo fond of meddinif 


* Dr. Latham's elegant and judicious Diſeourſe on 
Clauſe of my Text, at the Ordination of Meſſieurs Gn 
and Doage, will abundantly ſupply the Deficiency of tl 
brief Remarks of mine upon it; and thither I do with g 

Pleaſure refer the Reader. | | | Bs, 
T 1Pet.v. 3. 1 Cor. xiv. 37. 5 Luke xi. 
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1389 
fear to their own. wou nding, as well as to 
te Diſhonour of the Chriſtian Name, and 
the Deſtruction of many of their Fellow 
Creatures. The Weapons of the-A poſtle's War- 
are were not carnal, but ſpiri bra as it was 


%* 
4 


neceſſary they ſhould be 3 in orderito the bring- - 


ing every Thought into ſubjection to the Law 


of G *. Which leads me to paſs on from 


this negative Part of their Character, to obſerve, 
that as they did not preach. themſelves ſo as 
o make their own Reputation, or Intereſt, 
or Dominion the End of their Labours; fo, 

2. THEY faithfully devoted their Mini- 
ry to the Service of Chriſt.  '' | 

We preach Chrift Feſus the "nk, which 
plainly intimates, that they made Chriſt the 
great Subject of their preaching, and that 
they endeavoured to ſpeak of him in ſuch a 
Manner, as to promote his Empire over the 
Hearts nd Conſciences of Men. 

TE made Chriſt the great Subject « of 
their Preaching.” 

So they declare, we e Chri 52 cruci- 


md to the Greeks Fools iſpneſs T. At Corinth 
n particular, curious as it was,” the Apoſtle 
Eu T determined to not, i. e. to make 

own, and inſiſt upon nothing among you 
ave Teſs Chriſt, even that crucified Perſon 4; 
Fith whatever Scorn and Cane ſuch a 


Kat roy ecauga erer, 7 Cor. x. + 5: .T 1 Cor. 


24. in. 5 
Suhject 


" 2 
r 


d, thougb to the Jews a: Stumbling-Block, 


4, ( I4 4 
Subject might be treated. And therefurs 
is obſervable,” that preaching Chriſt; is foms 
times uſed as a comprehenfive Expreſſion fi 
all that the Apoſtles taught. Not that Ta 
or his Brethren neglected the great 
of Natural Religion, which are ſo evident 

| — Foundation of the Goſpel itſelf, tnt i 1 
s perfect Madneſs to pour Contempt! upch 
Gen. We might in reaſon conclude, 
we find it to have been fact, that when the 
came amongſt Gentile and idolatrous Nation 
they began with aſſerting the Being and / 
tributes of the only true God, 'the Unie 
ſality of his Providence, and that Certaintyd 
a State of future Retribution which i 1s ſon 
turally connected with it. All this 
taught; but they did not ſtop here, forty 
well knew that 'it was their Duty- to mal 
theſe things the Plan on which to —_—\ 
lorious Superſtructure vrhich Chriſt 
ath built upon” them. —_ fred bo 
with their Spirit in the Goſpel of his d. 
and therefore proclaimed” the Glory of tl 
Father, as reflected from the Face of won 
Jeſus the Lore. 26 OI 
THE eſtabliſhed the Truth off His Dri 
the Myſtery-of his Incarnation, the Nevelli 
of his Atonement, the Perfection of his Rig 
teouſneſs, the Riches of his Grace. Ft þ 
deſcribed him as living on Earth an Exam 
of univerſal Goodneſs, as dying on the C 
a Sacrifice for Sin, as riſing from” the m 


= 8 . 
and bench into heaven wy as reigning 
here the Lord of univerſal Nature, and Head 
«vr all to the Church x. You cannot but know, 


they moſt copiouſly inſiſt in their Sermons 
nd Writings which are tranſmitted to us: And 


ſpringly than uſual on theſe important Doc- 


ly the Beginning of a Diſcourſe, in which 
e Rudeneſs of the Philoſophers interrupted 
um, before he could proceed to open and 


o his Character as an Embaſſador of Teſus. 
ud I am perſuaded, that whoever impar- 


nd obſerves not only his direct Arguments, 
ut his lively and pathetick Digreſſions on 


ehted with it, but will himſelf be diſpoſed 
b wiſh that every Chriſtian Miniſter may 
py after this great Original. _ Eſpecially. 
ben it is conſidered, ? | 


ſuch a Manner as might moſt effectually 
abliſh his Empire over the Hearts _— 
onſciences of Men. 


Wr preach Chriſt Feſus the. Land i. e. 


2 K Eph. i. 22: 8 + Acts XVI. 22—31. = 
; great 


that theſe are their darling Topicks on Which 


T St. Paul at Athens + ſeems to touch more 


rines, it is to be conſidered, | that we have 


{abliſh thoſe Doctrines * which were peculiar. 
ally peruſes the Epiſtles of that great Apoſtle, 


is glorious Subject when it comes in his 
y, will not only ſee that Paul was de- 


THAT be and his Brethren preached Chriſt | 


e preach him under the c of the 


1 27 OO BSA REA 22% 24” 
— * 


Spirit of God, by his own immediate Agency, 


_ righteouſly and godly & They urge Chriſtians 
therefore to yield themſelves to God as ali 
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great Lord, the Ruler and Goyerhor of li 


* 


Deſign of Chriſtianity was not merely 10 


amuſe the World, but to reform it; and 


that its ſublimeſt Speculations were received 


and admitted in vain, if the Life were nog 
regulated, and the Heart ſubdued by the Go 
pel. Therefore do they on all Occaſions in 
culcate it, that God had exalted! Chriſt m be 


a Prince as well as a Saviour * ;'had ordained; 


and even. /worn in his Holineſs, that every 
Knee ſhould bow unto him f. © Theſe good 
Men did not think it enough to declarethe 
Grace of the Goſpel, and then leave it tothe 


to draw the proper Conſequences relating tg 
Duty; but they expreſly draw thoſe Conte: 
quences themſelves, and enter into a ve 
large and particular detail of thoſe Duties 
They inſiſt upon it with great Spirit and 
Earneſtneſs, as a faithful Saying, that'thi 
who have believed in God, ſhould be ' careful 
to maintain good Works, and direct ſucceed 
ing Miniſters to affirm it conſtantly TJ. They 
declared, that it was the very Purpoſe tor 
which the ſaving Grace of God had appeared 
unto all Men, to teach them to deny L 
lineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live foberl 


D Acts e. . x. + Rom. vi. :; t Tit..iui. 8 
i. 8. 11, i. . 
q = 


rom the Dead, and to employ their Members. 
us Infiruments of Righteouſneſs *,  Beſeeching 
them by the Mercies of | God to preſent. their 
Budies as living Sacrifices, holy and accepra- 
% to God, which was indeed their moſt rea- 
able Service T. Nor did they think it be- 
geh the Honour of the Evangelical Mini- 
ry, ſometimes to inſiſt on Arguments taken 
om the Terrors of the Law. Knowing 
oe Terrors, they laboured to perſuade Men 
them; they affectionately warned them, 
hat the Ground, which under divine Cultiva- 
jon, brought forth nothing but Briars and 
ſrns, was nigh unto curſing, and its Eu 
us to be burned ; that to thoſe who did 
it obey the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, there re- 
uined a certain fearful Expectation of Wrath, 
u fiery Indignation, which ſhould devour 
mn, yea, that they ſhould be puniſhed with 
rlaſfting Deſtruction, from the Preſence of 
Lord, and from the Glory of his Power 8. 
s was the Apoſtolick Method of preach- 
g Chriſt, ſo warning every Man, and teach- 
every Man, as that they might, through . 
e Divine Blefling, moſt probably hope to 
ent every Man perfect in Chriſt; that 
wing their Fruit unto Holineſs, their End 
ku UN 1 Life: NE 59 
You ſee I have generally expreſſed theſe 
gs in Scripture-Language, that the Illuſ- 
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Ie n 
tration and Proof might advance \ together 
And if we deſire to approve ourſelves faith 
in the ſame Cauſe, we muſt conduct our M 
niſtration thus, and muſt alſo imitate: theſ 
good Men in the third Particular of thei 
Conduct, which alone now remains to hy 
confidered from theſe words: Which , 
3. THAT they endeavoured to ſerve the 
arent Maſter, - by the moſt humble and of 
fectionate Condeſcenſion to thoſe that 1 Me 
committed to their Care. 78 
8o far were they from lording it bert 
Brethren, that, according to the Examples 
Command of - Chriſt himſelf; they owne 
themſelves the Servants of All: Nor was 
merely an empty Compliment, for their A 
tions ſpoke it as well as their Words; thi 
exerciſed great Humility and Condeſcenſi 
towards all, and they did it for Jeſus fake 

Trey exerciſed great Humility and Ca 
deſcenſion towards all their Brethren, RN nate e 
cepting even the meaneſt of them. 

T o this Paul frequently b oi 
Mind not 8 things, but condeſcend to'M 
of low Eſtate *. In Love ſerve and be | 
ect to one another, and let each efteem ol 
better than himſelf. Thus he adviſed, 
thus he acted; and his Brethren, no doi 

| behaved like hin. They well Knew lt 
* as —— and plain * 


„ Rom. x xii, 16. 
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wt many Mighty, not many Noble, werecalled; 
but that 'God had choſen the. weak things off be 
World to confound the Mighty; that be had 
duſen the Poor in this World, rich in Faith, 
ind Heirs ' of a Kingdom: of eternal Glory K. 
And if God would ſtoop thus low, they 
were cordially willing to do it. They could 
licern a Dignity in a Child of God, and an 
Heir of Glory, which ſhone through all their 
Poverty and Meanneſe of their Dreſs, and 
utward Appearance; inconſiderable Circum- 
ances, which could not prevent theſe holy 

en from honouring \ them that feared tbe 
rd +, though they might want ſome of 
hoſe Decorations which the vileſt of Man- 
kind may wear, and perhaps to their greater 
„ % n EY WF 
ST. Paul was a memerable Inſtance of 
5 amiable Temper ;- though by his Educa- 
on fit for higher Company, and from his 
uly Vears accuſtomed to it, he did not 
ot only eaſy; of acceſs to them, but viſited -- 
bem at their own Dwellings, and carried 
s Inſtructions and Conſolations from Heuſe 
Houſe, even to thoſe where he could expe&t 
Entertainment, but ſuch as aroſe from re- 
vious Converſe, Society in Worſhip, and a 
n{ciouſneſs of being uſeful to the Souls of 
en. And it is worth of our Notice; that 
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in  lbſerviency to this great Deſign, gn, this hay 
Man was a very. affectionate Friend to thei 
temporal Intereſts; and that to ſuch a de. 
gree, as to be far from ima ing that he had 
done his Part, when he had exhorted hi 
Hearers to contribute liberally to the Supply 
of their indigent Brethren. Moſt inſtrudiſ 
in this View, is the Addreſs he makes to the 
Preſbyters or Biſhops of — Church of Ei. 
in which, g to them, tha 
they de aer, Ene — Fl 01 Hand! hu 
miniſtered to his Neceſſities, and thoſe that wer 
with-'him ;, he adds, I bave ſhewed- you that 
ſo labouri ng, you ought to to ſupport the weak; 
and to remember the Words of the Lord Je 
ſus, how he ſaid, it is more. bleſſed” to 
than to receive *, 

Tr - fame true greatneſs of Soul; 
engag ged him chearfully to contribute oy 
his ſmall Stock, for the Relief of thoſe th 
were yet more neceflitous than himſelf, di 
poſed him with great Condeſcenſion and Tei 
derneſs to bear the Infirmities of his People 
and in many Inſtances to ſacrifice his on 
Taſte and Humour to theirs. V wi 
weak, and he was not weak? Who u 
fended, and he did not burn + with Def 
remove the Offence ? When his Converts bd 
haved with too much of the Peeviſhnelsan 
Peryerſeneſs of Children, he did not haugh 
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* 21 }: 
tly chaſtiſe n but rathet cho tetillerly 
to expoſtulate with them, and if poflible to 
ye them out of their Follies.” He put on 
not only the Bowels of a Father, but the Ins" 


fys he, gentle among/t you, even as a Nurſe - 
cleriſbet h ber : Children, and ready #0: ba 
injarted to you, not only the Ggſpel of Cbri . 
jut our own Souls. or Lives alſo,” i. g. to have 
died, as we lived, for your Service, becauſe you 

were ſingularly dear. to 1 . S <2 

Tx1s was the governing Temper: of _ 


umſtances which required great and:reſohats 
elf-denial ; He became all bins to all-Men, 
f by any means the might gain ſome ſincere 
Converts to the Goſpel. And in particular, 
the Jews he became as a Jew, that he migut 
rin them, i. e. he voluntarily laid himſelf 
under all the Reſtraints of the \Mo/azc Law;: 
ough he knew it was now aboliſhed, that 
de might as a Chriſtian le convert the 
fews, And this he carries — far, as to de- 
Care his Readineſs, not only to forbear thoſd 
kinds of Food which the Law of Moſes: 
ronounceth unclean, but to give up all ania 
ul Diet, and ſubſiſt intirely on. Vegetables) 
ber than he would grieve and offend his: 
an rethren, 1. e. the feebleſt Chriſtiano 4 


eat, ſays he, make my Brother tu ends 85 
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dulgence of a Nurſe towards the; 3. We were, 


paul, and it carried him through ſoine Cir- 
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IT. will eat no Fleſh while the World fan. 
eth. Thus, though the Apoſtles: were fry 
from All, they nevertheleſs voluntarily became 
the Servants of All *, and indeed condeſcend- 
ed to do, and forbear many things, -becauſe 
difagreeable to their Chriſtian Brethren, which 
few hired Servants. would have done or for. 
born out of Regard to. thoſe who: were pro- 
perly their Maſters, - But let us not fail to 
remember tür! b, LL NA + 1 
TRHEV did all this for the fake. of Chtiſ 

and his GOſp el. 11 
_ - Ourſelves your Servants for Feſus ſalt, 
It is certain, that ſuch Condeſcenſions as we 
have been deſcribing, are either great or mean, 
according to the Principle from whence they 
roceed. Ambition can creep, that it may 
ſoar ; and ſooth, that it may-afterwards.inſult! 
But the Apoſtles ſtooped, that they migb 
raiſe others; and pleaſed, that they might pro- 
fit. We, fays St. Paul, pleaſe all Men tt 
their good for their Edification. This v 
their great Concern, that Whether they eat. 
drank, or whatever they did, they might ad 
to the Glory of God r. This was their earn 
Exßpectation and their Hope, that in all:thing 
Chriſt might be glorified in them, | whether 
their Life or their Death 1. They ſacrifice 
not only their. Humour and their Eaſe, bu 
their Life itſelf, to the great Purpoſes of ple: 


bs 1 Cor. IX, 19, 20. T 1 Cor, X. 31. T Phil. 1, 20 
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ing and ſerving the bleſſed Jeſus; and Pan! 


ſpake the Sentiments of them all, when he 


aid, Neither Bonds nor Imprijonments mode 
ne; nor do I account my Lie dear unto me, 
that I may finiſh my Courfe with Foy, pt 
the Miniſtry TI have received of the Lord x. 
But while I infiſt on ſuch Expreſſions as 
theſe, I do in part anticipate. what I am to 
ofer under the EE: TIO "OT T _ 


poſed, 


Il. To conſider what were the Principles 
by which they were n to ſo noble 
Temper and Conduct. N i 

I Tus rather enter into the Arden of chi | 
as we ſhall find they were not only ſuited 
tothe Age and Circumſtances of the Apoſtles, 
but ought alſo to have a very great Influence 
upon us, whom God has favoured ſo far as 
to count us Faithful, putting us.into ſomething 
df the ſame Miniſtry with them, which can 
cer be comfortably and honourably ful- 
flled, but by thoſe who govern themſelves , 
by the like Maxims and Principles. They 
were undoubtedly influenced by an affectionate 
Lore to the bleſſed Redeemer, a pious Zeal for 
the Glory of God in the Salvation of Souls, 
ad a prudent Regard totheir own preſent and 
future Happineſs, And if theſe great Mo- 
tes have their due Weight with us, we 
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ſhall. not preach ourſelves, but Chriſt: Jef: 
People for his fckcke. 
1. Tx x Apoſtles were engaged to the Con 
duct we have deſcribed, by a moſt gratefil 
Affection to the bleſſed Redeeme. 
- THAT dear Name is precious to every he. 
| leving Soul, and how precious it was to theſe 
holy Men, almoſt every Page of their Writ. 
ings will declare. Divine Grace had d 
humbled them under the Conviction of 
their own Guilt and Weakneſs, and then 
taught them to view the Lord Jeſus Chrif 
as made of Gop unto them Wiſdom and Righte« 
oufneſs, Sanfiification and Redemption *. They 
knew the Grace of the Son of God in de 
ſcending, and living, and dying for their da. 
vation; and in paſſing through all the'moſ 
dreadful Scenes of ſuffering which Imagin 
tion can ſuggeſt, with a Love to them, wid 
all thoſe Vaters could not quench, nur ti 
Floods drown. And believing this, they could 
not but ſpeak in his Cauſe, they could nol 
but deſire to ſpend and be ſpent in his 80 
vice. On this Principle therefore doth Pa 
vindicate thoſe Ardours of Zeal, which a prc 
fane World cenſured as Enthuſiaſm and Mad 
neſs. If we are beſides ourſelf, it is in G 
for the Love of Chriſt conflraineth us ulil 
| we thus judge , and approve the Argi 
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ment in the cooleſt Moments of Reflection, 
that if one died for ll, then were , all dead ; 
far had they not been in a State of Con- 
demnation and Death, they would not have 
needed ſuch a Ranſom, And be died, that 
we, who live only in conſequence of his dy- 
ing Love, ſhould not e live to our 
ſelves, but to him that died far. us, and roſe 
gain. And we. may aſſure ourſelves, that 
while their Souls were thus drawn with the 
Cirds of a Man, and the Bands of Love *, 
they faw a peculiar, Peru in the Conde- 
ſcenſions of ſo great a Per onage and fo dear 

Friend, which. inclined them with Plea- 
fure to trace his Steps, in making themſelves 
the Servants of others for his ſake, WhO took 
Axp ought not theſe Conſiderations, . my 
fiethren, to have a conſtraining Force upon 
is? Was it for the fake of the Apoſtles alone, 
tat the bleſſed Jeſus ſtgoped ſo low, and bore 
bo much? Did he not, Ive ws, _ gzve him- 
fif for us , and was not the News gf our 
dlvation contained in thoſe glad Tidings 
which he brought from Heaven, which he 
proclaimed. on Earth, publiſhing them with 
lug continued Labour, and at length. ſeals 
ng them with his Blood? Have not we; our 
lot amongſt his People? nay, I will add, 
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reſt of them, by his Favour, in that he hath 


for his ſake, a thouſand times more Honourabk 


the whole World; that we ha Tather,a 


Zeal, for the Glory of God in the 8 


the Son, and their Hearts were fo fu hjected 
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are we not diſtinguiſhed from moſt of * 


committed to our Truſt his glorious Goſ pel 
the important Cauſe that lay ſo near his uk 
the great End of his Toils and his Suffering 
And where is our Gratitude, where is our 
Fidelity, where is our common Integrity, 
we can forget ſuch Engagements, and loſe or 
Concern for that Goſpel, in a mean Solic- 
tude about our own Applauſe, or Interf, 
or Dominion ? I truſt, my Brethren, it wil 
never ſo be loſt. I am perſuaded, through 
divine Grace, there are thoſe amongſt ug 
whoſe Boſoms glow with ſuch undiflembled 
Love, that we can truly lay, we reckon the 
Title of Servants of Chriſt, and of the Church 


than to be: called, and to be, the. Lords 


prove ourſelves the faithful Interpreters, of his 


Laws, than ſee alſembled Nations 1 


e Ye we 1 Boe been U ee 1 25 pio 


of Souls. 
THE well knew, that his os" the 
Father was the original. Source 90 F all "the 


Bleflings they received by.the dae e ition of 
and united to God, that they could, Agt⸗ * 


* 1 
8 
* 


bp 22 1 2 a 2 — » — 2 TW a n - | | 
*T r * * * * EY —_ _ 
3 » * i . | 

x 


90 


of being tenderly concerned, that being bought 
with ſuch a Price, and maintained by ſuch 
\ conſtant Emanation of divine Favour and 
Bounty, they might glorify God with therr 
Budies and their Spirit, which they owned 
to be the Lord's *, by ſo many important 
Claims. Of 0, uf 0 ͤ 8 
Axp they muſt farther infer from the com- 
gete All-ſufficiency of the divine Being, that 
the only way whereby we are capable of 
glorifying him, is by promoting the Diſplay 
f his Attributes; which are moſt nobly il- 
bftrated in the Perfection and Happineſs of 
hs rational Creatures; eſpecially their final 
ad eternal Happineſs. It plainly appears 
fem the whole Strain of the Apoſtles Writ- 
nos, that thoſe holy Men were deeply pe- 
tetrated with the Views of an inviſible World: 
nd as it was their great Concern for them- 
ches, that their own Souls might be given 
ten for a Prey ; ſo Sentiments of Compaſ- 
mand Humanity joined with thoſe of Piety, 
0 engage them to wiſh and labour the Sal- 
ation of others. DE ans 
Tur certainly knew, however others 
night forget it, that every human Creature 
ath in its Breaſt an immortal Soul, which 
uſt ſurvive not only the Diſſolution of the 
ody, but the Wreck of this lower World; 
dul that by its original Conſtitution was 
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capable of ſhining i in the Image of G00 ani 
the Glories of Paradiſe, when the Sun l 
be turned into Darkneſs, and the Moon int 
Blood. They were likewiſe ſenſible, tha 
theſe precious Souls were naturally in a yer 
dangerous State, and by Sin ſtood expoſed ty 
everlaſting Darkneſs, Deſpair and Run. And 
this appeared to them ſuch a lamentable Sight 
that they could not but 2 5 over thoſe Ph 
End would ſo probably be Deftruttion &. 

when they ſaw them going on in a g U 
ſenſibility of Danger, and a proud Cont 
dence, on the very Borders of Hell, it cut thn 
tot he Heart, and put an Eagerneſs and Path 
into the Manner of their Addreſs, which 10 
thing but ſuch an infinite Concern could hai 
given. They were attempting to . recow 
ok ofe out 0 if the Snare of the Devil, wha um 
led CY by him at his Pleaſure x oh t tun 
Men from Darkneſs to Light, ad from th 
Power of Satan unto Go D , that, i 
ſtead of meeting all the Terrors of his Wia 
and ſinking into eternal Deſtruction, tit 
might receive the Forgiveneſs of their Sin 
and an Inheritance amongft his ſanct ;fied People 
And while this was the View in. which the 
regarded them, who can wonder; that; the 
did as it were travail in Birth for, their Cu 
verſion d? Who can wonder if it appeared if 
them even an inhuman thing, to be ms 
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ſolicitous about foothing Mens Fars, or gain⸗ T 
ing an Influence over Mens temporal Con- 
deins, than faving their fouls? As it would 
indeed be a more cruel kind of Folly, than 
for a Phyſician to be more careful han his 
Bill were elegantly written, than that the 
Life of his Patient ſhould. de ſaved by the, 
duitableneſs of the Preſcription. + . 5 

I Must farther add, in order to complete 
he Argument, that the Apoſtles well knew, 
tat nothing was ſo likely to fave the periſh- 8 
ug Souls of Men, as the great Doctrines of 
the everlaſting Goſpel; ; nothing ſo like to re- 
wer them, when fainting and dying, as the 
nital Savour of a. Neben s Name; which 
indeed the Power of God to the Salvation 
f every one that. believeth . This ingaged 
hem, in this Manner, to preach Chrift Feſus 
E Lord; and 1 hope, my Brethren, we 
ball never imagine, that our Wiſdom can 
nd out another more effectual way. I hope 
re ſhall, never practiſe. ſo dangerous Com- 
lafance to the Unbelievers of the preſent | 
ge, as to wave the Goſpel, that we ma 
ccommodate ourſelves to their Taſte; whic 
we do, we may indeed preſerve the Ng L 
f Virtue, but I fear we ſhall deſtroy the thing 
al; loſe it in our Congregations, and proba- 
d i ly in our Hearts too. For, I confeſs! it 
_ ens to me much more probable, that the 
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Doctrines of natural Religion alone ſhoyll 
be bleſſed as the Means of reforming Hes 
thens, who.never heard of Chriſtianity, than 
that they ſhould have much effect upon thoſe 
who under the Profeſſion of it, flight its moſt 
glorious Peculiarities ; as if the Revelation d 
Jeſus were a mere incumbrance, which; while 
we own it to be true, we might neverthe- 
leſs forget, without great Danger, or much 
Inconvenience. But if we imbibe the Spiri 
of the Apoſtles, and make their Conduct the 
Model of ours, we may chearfully expect 
that Preſence of God with us, in conſequeno 
of which the great Ends of our Miniſtry may 
be anſwered, to the Reformation of Mens 
Lives, and the Salvation of their Souls. 
How glorious a Hope! how rich a N. 
compence for all the Fatigue, for all the Con- 
deſcenſion, for all the Self-denial which ou 
Office may require! Moſt forcibly doth $ 
James expreſs the Importance of the Thought 
if one Man be the happy Inſtrument of gains 
ing another to the Cauſe of Truth and Hol 
neſs, let him know, let him pauſe upon it and 
reflect, that he who converteth à Sinner fr 
the Error of his ways, ſhall ſave à Soul from 
Death *, an immortal Soul! And how muc 
is comprehended in thoſe few. Words? We 
are ſometimes perhaps ready to envy the Of 
portunity which the great Men of the World 


James v. 20. 


have 
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have to promote the Happineſs of - * 


ind it is the moſt generous, and indeed che 
only rational View in which Riches and Power 
can be deſired. But let us remember, my 
Frethren, ſuch is the Nature of an immor- 
-1Soul, that to bring it into the way to eter- 
wal Life, is a greater good than any merely 
Emporal Bleſſing, which can be conferred 
pon the greateſt Number of Men for the 
ungeſt Duration in the preſent World. And 
z moſt certain, that the Moment will at 
ength come, when the Sum of Happineſs 1 
hich hath, actually been enjoyed by every 4 
uticular Soul, that we have led into 

ut bleſſed World, will be greater than what 

he moſt uninterrupted Peace, Liberty, and 
fenty could have given to the moſt nu- 
xrous Nations, in a hundred, or a thou- 

nd, or ten thouſand Vears. Let ſo ſublime 
Thought animate our Purſuit, and make us 

lin g to pend and be ſpent in ſuch a Service . 

. Th E Apoſtles well knew, that by ſuch 
Gaduet as: we have now been ſurveying, - 

ir own preſent and future Happ ineſs W 
moſt effectually Lcured., n 

In Ex ſeemed indeed to — * pre- 5 
t Intereſt, and in many important In. 
ces they did i ;. yet ſurely they found 

ch Equivalent in the Conſciouſneſs of ſack 
Temper, and a Proſpect of that Reward 
ich 1 through Grace NG it. | 
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Tux Pleaſures of Gratifude- add Hunt. 
vy, are a thouſand times ſuperior to thy 
which can ariſe from gratifying the gene 
or even from Improvements in Science 
hope all that hear me this Day, Know th 
Delight of ſerving a Friend whom we hiph 
eſteem and love; many of us I queſtion ne 
do particularly know how agreeable it is i 
find ſome Ip portunity of expreſſing out ey 
dial Senſe of thoſe Favours, which it is in 
9 — for us fully to repay. Let us zug 
that, how delightful it muſt be to the 

; * Men, when their Hearts were full 
the moſt. lively and penetrating Senſe of 
Redeemer's Love, to ſee themſelves in fic 
a Situation, as that their whole Lives thoul 
be ſpent in ſerving his Intereſt, and en 
Day of them thould do ſomething & to 1 
mote it. ied 
Ap the Influence which their labors}, 
upon the Happineſs of Mankind, muſt alſo 
a moſt delightful Reliſh to them. Our Nat 
is ſo conſtituted by the wite and gracious 
thor of it, that ſome Degrees of Pleaſute i 
ſeparably attend ev Atteinpt for the k 
Improvement of any rt of his Creation," 
the meaneſt. is pleaſant to vie a Spot 
Ground, which from a barren and. uſe 
Wild hat been manured. and cultlvated, pl 
ed and adbrned by human Induſtr ; fotha 
is reduced: 16466ifal Gated F 
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he who hath laboured top effect it, reviews 
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(3). 
&lightful to have been inſtrumental in form- 
ing and cultivating the Mind, and reducing 
thoſe who were once little better than Savages 
to Diſcipline and Arts, to the Improvements 
and Elegancies of Life, whereby they may 
a it were be broken into Men; but furely 
tie Apoſtles muſt with imcomparably greater 
vtifaction look round about them, and ſee 
whole Regions inlightened by the Rays which 
hey had diffuſed ; thouſands of their Fel- 
by-Creatures recovered from Darkneſs and 
norance, Superſtition and Vice, and formed 
owiſe, regular, noble Sentiments, ſubjected - 
God, united to Chriſt, and conducted into 
the ways of Peace and Life by their Means. 
Accordingly, I doubt not, but you have of- 
n obſerved in how ſublime and pathetick 
Manner St. Paul expreſſeth himſelf on this 
Nccafion, in the Name of his Brethren as 
ell as in his own, in the Progreſs: of this 
piſtle k. We approve ourſelves, ſays he, 
be Miniſters of God, in all the various Cir- 
mſtances through which we paſs, in Ho- 
ur and Di/honour, treated indeed by the 

orld as Decei vers, yet conſcious to ourſelves 
hat we are true, and the great Patrons of 
uth ; as obſcure and unknown to a proud 
d inſolent World, who affect to overlook 
s with ſovereign Contempt, yet well known. 

/ | : 


E even 


(94) 37 
even by the happieſt Tokens to thoſe bleſs 
Souls who are brought home to God by our 
Means; as dying daily, yet behold we ling 
through the fingular Interpoſition of on 
great Lord for our Preſervation z as ſorrm 
Ful on account of various Calamities that ſyr 
round us, and yet in Spirit always rejoicing 
| becauſe though we appear in the World | 
poor in theſe things, yet we are making ri 
in Grace and Glory. Bleſſed Leaders in th 
Army of Chriſt! Who would not emult 
ſuch a Character and State? who would ne 
with for your Hardſhips and Trials, .migh 
his Supports and Succeſs be proportionable 
yours? Such were the Pleaſures they founi 
in preaching Chriſt Feſus the Lord; and u 
doubtedly their generous Minds delighted 
do it in the condeſcending Manner we hay 
deſcribed. To converſe with their Flock 
ſuch a free eaſy obliging way, as their Bu 
thren, as their Servants for Jeſus ſake, onti 
Foot of equal and reſpectful Friend(hy 
ſuited their Taſte and their Temper mud 
better than all the Homage, and all theR 
venues, which ſecular Power could. ha 
given, and ſecular Terror conld have extorte 
] onLyY add in the Concluſion of this Hea 
that the Apoſtles were influenced to ſuch 
Conduct by a Regard to their own eter 
tatereſt. - I 41 
Tu Ar great important Concern whit 
ſwallowed up all others in their Mind, 2 
159 „ e WL 


( 35) 

wh which nothing here ſeemed by any 
Means worthy to be compared. Paul hims 
elf did not think it unfit to reflect, and to 
by, A Neceſſity is laid upon me, and woe'unto 
me if TI preach not the Goſþ -1*, He well 
knew, that if ſuch Vigilance was expected 
fom a Jeuiſb Prophet, that the Souls who 
periſhed by his negle& ſhould be by God 
re uired at his Hand #, the Danger of ſuch 
Neglect under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
would be yet greater in Proportion to the 
cearer Degree of Evidence with which Life 
and Immortality was brought to Light T. He 
therefore, and his Aſſociates in this important 
Work, made it their Care, as himſelf ex- 
peſſeth it, to watch for Souls as theſe that 
mf give an Account, and were es. 4 
folicitous, that they might do it wh \ 

md not with Grief d. They looked on th 7 
Converts as thoſe who ſhould be their Crown 
mdrejoicing in the Day of the Lord +; and their 
&lphtful Companions in the Glories of the 
teayenly World. And when, conſcious that 
through the divine Affiſtance they had fought 
he good Fight, and finiſhed their Courts, 

and kept their Fidelity, they were humbly 
od to look forward with chearful Expecta- 
aon as well as Deſire, to that Crown of Liſe 


hl Servants, that love his Appearance l. Such 


* 1 Cor. ix. 16. + Ezek: iii. 18. 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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hich the Lord had laid up for all his faith - © 


636 
may our Hopes be, my Fathers and Brethren, 
and ſuch our Triumphs in the near View 
of Death and Eternity. Our Days are pal 
ſing away apace, and no ſecular Powers d 
Advantages can prolong them; nay, perhap, 
were we in the Number of the richeſt and 
greateſt of thoſe that call themſelves the Mi. 
niſters of Chriſt, Life might run out only 
| fo much the ſooner, while on the one Hand 
the Baits of Luxury, and on the other, the 
Cries of the Oppreſſed, might eoncur ty 
ſhorten it. When this Scene of Vanity i 
cloſing, when we are to exchange every Ot. 
nament for the Dreſs of Death, and all the 
Amuſements and Cares of Mortality, forth 
Solemnities of the eternal State; in that aw 
ful Hour, I fay, it will be no Grief of Heat 
to Us, that we have choſen in all Hur i 
to ſerve Chriſt and the Souls of Men, rather 
than to make our Names great, and our Fa 
milies wealthy. And when we come to ap: 
| pear in the Preſence of that great Redeemer 
who hath been witneſs to all our ConduC 
and all our Deſigns, we ſhall really find that 
we have loſt nothing by whatever we han 
facrificed to his Cauſe and Intereſt. Tix 
Applauſe of thouſands is but an empty ſound 
when compared with that of Well done, gun 
and faithful Servant *, and all the Honou: 
and Poſſeſſions which the greateſt Princes coulWn 


Mat. xxv. 23. 


beſtow 


T0 3 

beſtow, would be lighter than Vanity, when 
lid in the Balance with that unfading Crown 
of Glory, which every faithful Miniſter may 
expect, hen 8 the chief ny tonal ſhall 
hear * 

e dilated ſo much on theſe plea- 
ant and copious Topicks, thas 1 have N 
kft myſelf TR 


III. So much as to mention the Reflec- 
tons which may. naturally ariſe from what 
we have been hearing. You will eaſily uu 
pehend they are ſuch as theſe, 

How greatly is the Truth of Chriſtianity 
wnfirmed by the Character of thoſe who 
were firſt employed in the Publication of it; 
ho gave the greateſt Evidence that can poſ- 
by be 1magined of their being intirely de- 
oted to the ſacred Cauſe of Truth and Piety, 
nd exprefled, as we have heard, the moſt 
lintereſted and ſelf-denying Zeal i in the Ser- 
ce of both, 

How happy is it for the Chriſtian Cauſe, 
at theſe original Monuments are ſtill pre- 
med, and that we are not left to form an 
ka of its Miniſters merely from the gene 

al Hiſtory of ſucceeding and diſtant Ages) 
by the Canons and Decrees of the greateſt 
art of Eccleſiaſtical Councils; which are 
mmonly drawn up with ſo different a Spirit, 


1 Pet. v. 4. 


T1397 
that, were we to judge by them alone, Cha 
rity would have inclined us to hope, that 
thoſe who called themſelves the chief 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, had never head 
of the Character of thoſe holy Men; but 
had rather formed their Conduct, and eyen 
their Maxims too, I will not ſay by the Fewjjh, 
but by the Heathen Prieſthood. "VV 

NEVERTHELESS let us bleſs God, that 
in the midſt of ſo general a Depravation, 
there have been in all Ages, and particular 
in our own, a ſelect Remnant, who have not 
defiled their Garments, nor proſtituted their 
ſacred Character and Office to thoſe. 1gbls » 
Fealouſy, which have been ſo ſhamefully 
erected even in the Houſe of the Lord. Per 
ſons, ſo far as I can judge, of all Denomi 
nations, both of eſtabliſhed and feparat 
Churches, at Home and Abroad, who hare 
been, and are in their reſpective Spheres 
burning and ſhining Lights; Men of God 
who however differing in Opinion, in Dis 
cipline, or in Worſhip, have agreed to i 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity, to bon 
their Hearts and Souls to the Obedience of h 
Laws, to value the Souls committed to the 
Care, ſerving them in Humility and Lowe 
candidly excuſing the Frailties of their Br 
thren, praying, that wherein they were other 
wiſe minded, than Reaſon and Scripture d 
rected, that God would in his own Time an( 
way reveal it unto them, and in the meal 
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ime labouring, that wwhereunto. they bad al. 
ready attained, they might walk by the ſame - 
Rule, and might mind the ſame thing F. _ 
Lz us daily bow our, Knees in the moſt 
importunate Supplications to the God of 
Grace and of Peace, that this happy Num- 
her may be increaſed; and as he is from 
Time to Time laying thoſe in the Duſt, 
who were once the Joy of our Aſſemblies, 
nd the Glory of their Profeſſion, let us ten- 
kily feel, let us deeply lament the Deſola- 
tons of his Sanctuary +. And let us earneſtly 
pray, that he would raiſe up in all the 
Churches a Generation of faithful and labo- 
tous, ſerious and ſpiritual, candid and evan- 
gelical Miniſters, that inſtead of the Fathers 
tere may be the Children , by means of 


Phil. iii. 16. . 

+ N. B. This Sermon was preached a few Days after the b 
Death of that great Man of God, the truly Reverend and Ex- —4 
lent Mr. Da vip SoME of Harborough, whom God was | 
pleaſed to favour with a ſerene and chearful Exit, ſuited to 
the eminent Piety and Uſefulneſs of his Life. His dying 
Command hath filenced the Attempt which ſome of his ſurvi- 
ring Friends would gladly have made to embalm his Memory for 
tle Inſtruction of thoſe that are yet to come, but I am well 
ltsfied, that, conſidering how very generally he was known, 
he hath left a moſt honourable Teſtimomy in the Hearts of 
douſands, that he was one of the brighteſt Ornaments of the 
Goſpel and the Miniſtry which the Age hath produced; and 
fiat all who had any Intimacy with him, muſt have eſteemed 
bs Friendſhip amongſt the greateſt Bleſſings of Life, and the 
Los of him amongſt its greateſt Calamities. He died May 
9. 1737. in his 57th Year, and ſurely I have never ſeen 
geater Reaſon to cry out, My Father, My Father! the 
Chariots of 1/-ael, and the Horſemen thereof. LSE 
jeal Pſal. xlv. 16. > 
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( 40 5 
e the Salvation ꝙ our God in its edu 


Glories. 
Ap this, in connection with the Saba 
before us, might alſo lead us farther to | 
flect, how important a Part of an Educatia 
for the Miniſtry it is, to endeavour to la 
young People into the knowledge of thi 
Jeſus, whom their Office obligeth them f 
preach and to ſerve. Polite Literature is noth 
any means to be neglected, nor will it be de 
ſpiſed by any but thoſe who know not wh 
it is, yet ſurely it is not the one thing td 
Ful. The facred Scriptures are the grand My 
gazine whence the moſt important, andt 
fore I think by far the greateſt Nunes 
Academica! Lectures are to be drawn. Ai 
they who are honoured with a Charge of 
great importance to the Church, ſhould ſurel 
be concerned, that thoſe of the riſing Are 
in whoſe Hands this invaluable Treaſured 
the Goſpel is to be depoſited, may not 
in a cold ſpeculative Acquaintance, | eith 
with the Evidences, or Contents of it; b 
may feel its vital transforming Power, an 
ſpeak of this great Redeemer, as of one d 
whom they have themſelves believed, 
whom their own Souls do moſt cordlall 


Bur ] ann wave the Proſecution of : 
copious Reflections, to conclude with tw 
which are yet more immediately the C 
N cell 
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en of thoſe ike 3 on Goh . 
unces; and which I would Harly 
ommend to you my Friends of this Saale 
ho are now, through divine Providence ſo 
ell ſettled with a Werkvian that needs: mf. be 
amed, and one whom * ws highly nd 
y eſteem. * |» G8 i 
THINK how Glicitous you ſhould be to 
now and ——_— Chriſt Ju a8 4 
xd, 
[xNow you think it your Happineſs of. 
n to hear of him, O let it not be in-vain: 
yn his Authority in your Lives as well as 
ur Aſſemblies, or thoſe who have moſt 
xquently preached him to you, will be the 
itcſt and ſevereſt Witneſſes "againſt you 
that dreadful Day, when all that have not 
med to his Met ae fall _ bis 
Ford. 

np, to add no mg think a * 
ling you ſhould: be to uſe the Aſſiſtance 
your Minifters, as s'your Servants for Jeſus 


uo not neglect t to attend on chit Mini- 
ons, and thereby ſhut out Wiſdom and 
ty at its firſt Entrance. Do not increaſe 

ir Burden by any unkind Uſage, leſt, by 
akening their Spirits, you may injure your 
es, and diſable them from doing you 
t Service, in which they are chearfully _ 
wading their Lives, though perhaps they _ 
onMWrchend r are thereby Raten them. 
xſl F And 


Af 


ql! 


y 


1; 
[1 


OY. EP PIE ho 
— 4 —— $a hes _ py 1 
—— ꝙ —ꝙ? «xx 2 — — 


= — — 
* ** 


— 2 . 
— — 8 — — - — 1 
- — — — — 
8 — Iwocood — = : | l 
— 1 
. _ - -_—_ — — — n - —U—WA=ͤͤ— Re IO — — _ _ * 
2 * — 7 " — . CO * m — = bs - FRI 
— a — — — * 4 —— 8 — — — pr ———n — — — — — 
— 7 — 5 — 3 — 2 . 
* — . þ * 3 — =. — — 5 i — Is 't * 2 * — ER — 
* N * : yr rung oe — the +=" + 2 — IEP — — - - —.— — 
- : ” K 1 F 4 - * — 


deemer amongſt you, as your Seryants| 


1e 

Ax p, once more, be not un willing i ye, 
proper ee them in ybut reliicy 
Concerns. Officiouſly to pry int the & 
crets of Families and Perſons, is a Meane 
which a generous Man will ſcorn; and pu 
ticularly to know them is a Burden, and of 
ten a Snare too, which a wiſe Man yi 
gladly decline: But ſome Knowledge af ye 
ſpiritual State and Experience is neceſlary 
our knowing how to addreſs you, and to a 
dreſs God on your Account. Nor can ye 
expect ſuch ſuitable Aſſiſtance from yu 
ſpiritual Phyſicians, as might 'otherwik 
hoped for, if you will not communicate 
them ſome Particulars of your Complain 
O the whole; my dearly Beloved, ful 

vou our Foy *, and let it be your gteat 
ſo to receive our Meſſage, and fo ta impre 
it, that it may be the Delight of our 80 
now to proclaim the Honours of our! 


( 


Jeſus lake, and. that the more: tenderly 
love you, the more abundant Satisfaction 
may find in our preſent Labours, and 
future Account. Amen. 
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Confeſſion of Paith, 


Delivered he | Ky {4 8 wn 


ORDINATION, 
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N "ey is evident 1605 the Light 
ef Nature, were there no 
Fer) extraordinary Revelation to 
em confirm it, that there is one 
NS Supreme Independent Be- 
N ing, the Source and Foun- 
mof all things, and on whom all things de- 
end; who is the only living and true God. 
II Thelievs, that this Supreme God is is poſs 
kicd of all poflible Perfoctians: That he is an 
ternal, and an unchangeable Spirit; And hath 
bbolute Sovereign, .o 1 * Power, in- 
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finite . unſp ona Holineſs DO 
ble Truth: That in conſequence of all the 


tain all things neceſſary to be known, b. 


for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, | 


$ 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
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Juſtice, inextautiihls Goodneſs, andi Invaria. 


He is exalted above all Blaſing and Praiſe * 

III. I believe, that the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament are not the Device 
of carnal Policy, nor- the pious Fraud of 
well-deſigning Men but that they are indes 
the Word of God, that they were dictari 
by his Holy Spirit. Holy Men of God ba 
ing ſþoken and written them, as they wer 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt r. 

IV. I believe, that theſe Scriptures do ci. 


lieved, and done, in order to Salvation) : fot 
they are able to make us w1i/e thereunto, thy 
Faith that is in Chrift Feſus | : That the 
fore they are the only Rule of Faith an 
Practice, the ſole Teſt by which all religio 
Poctrines are to be tried, and all Conta 
verſies to be decided; ſo profitable are the 


Infirufion in Righteouſneſs, that by an Be 
quaintance with them, the Man of "God, d 
is, the Chriſtian Miniſter, may be ere 
and thoroughly furniſhed J for the Diſchay 
of his whole Office. I believe therefore, tai 
all oral or apocryphal Traditions are unn 
ceſſary in Point of Salvation; and that fac 
as are contraty to the Scriptures, are utter 


to be rejected. 


* Neh. „ 2 res. i. 21. + oi 15 
: pol 


. 3 
v. Urox the divine Authority of theſe 
geriptures, believe, that in this Supreme 
Godhead there are three: diſtinct Perſons; 
x Subſtances, the Father, the Son, and the. 
Holy Ghoſt; all of them partaking of the 
ame divine Nature, and all conſequently 
qual in each glorious Perfection, though 
diſtinguiſhed - by their perſonal Properties, 
nd fo intimately united, that they are not 
three different Gods, but one God: There. 
ire three that bear Record: in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the rents — 0 
theſe three are one *. | 
VI. I believe, that as every rational: Anais 5 
would willingly « determine his own; Concerns 
n feſpect of Futurity as far as poſſible, that 
ke may not be in any uncertainty about them; 
0 there is nothing that cometh to paſs, but 
what God did . eternally and unchangeably 
keree, according to his on abſolute, yet 
merring Will and good Pleaſure. That all 
ings which do not throw Diſhonour 
divine Perfections, were eſtabliſhed bes 
ret Decree, - That Sin, becauſe its abſurd 
at God ſhould/in any reſp & be the Author 
fit, cometh to paſs as the Conſequence of 
permiſſive Decree; that ſuch a Decree lays 
o conſtraint: upon the Will of the Man, 
or offereth any Violence to his rational Fa- 
alties; but that whenever he ſinneth, he ſin- 


1 John v. 7. 


neth 


(46) 
neth without any Influence from God inyine, 
bly determining him thereunto: So that yy 
_— when he is tempted can ſay, I am tempt. 

ed of God; for: God cannot be om wi 
Evil, neither tempteth be any Man w. 

VII. I believe, in purſuance to his] 
God did make. the vens and the Earth 
and all the Creatures contained therein, wie. 
ther of a nobler or meaner order, and that 
he brought them out of nothing; not with 
any Foil or Labour, but that with perks 
eaſe, by the Word of his Almighty Powe 
he commanded them into Exiſtence: I 
 ſpake and it was done, he commanded aud ö 

ood fa ; 
* Vfl. Ieelve alſo, that God, ce 
his Decrees, doth rule and govern the natur 
and moral Worlds; that it is ee 
vidence, Energy or Direction, all the celel 
Bodies anſwer the end for Which he m 
them, ſo as giving us Summer and Wag 
Sood-time au Harveſt, and the various i 
cumſtances of theſe Seafons, and in the ſam 
manner that all ſecond: Cauſes oe thei 
Efficacy to the Operation of their origin 
Cauſe. I believe, that he preſerveth the 
rious Species and Individuals of Animals 
ſuch a manner as to anſwer the Ends af 
own Glory; and that he preſideth over tt 
Affairs of his reaſonable Creatures both 


* James i. 13. rf Pal, 1 ; 
cave 


( 420 3 
Heaven and Earth. That the diſpoſal of 
Kingdoms, ſubordinate Governments, Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and the like, are in his Hands; and 
he giveth them to whominorer: he pleaſeth, 
That he directeth and ordereth the Birth, 
Life, Death, Kindred, Habitation, Calling, 
nd Condition of every Man, whether pro- 
ſperous or adverſe. That he over-ruleth and 
zrerneth all the Actions of Angels; Men 
and Devils; ſo that all his Decrees concern- 
ing them are fully accompliſhed, and his own 
o ory moſt effectually promoted. Thus be 
kth according tu bis Will in the Army of Hea- 
wn, and among the Inhabitants of Se Earth, 
md none can ay his Hand, or Joy unto 2 
What doft thou * 2 

IX. I believe, chat God made Alam 
nd Eve, our firſt: Parents, in the Likeneſs of 
bis 0w071 Tmage, with all the Powers and Fa- 
culties that were neceſſary for the Perfection 
ad Happineſs of their Nature: That they 
had fafficient Ability to know and do the 
Will of God, without the leaſt Bias toward 
in; though at the ſame Time liable to fall 
tom that State of Perfection. God made 
Man upright, _ 

X. I believe, that A che firſt Man 
nd Father of us all, being tempted by Eve 
ho was beguiled by the 3 aid eat of 


1 the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Euil t, 


Dan. iv. 35. + Ecclef. vii. 29. t Gen. iii. 6. 
1 which 


(48 } 
which God had forbidden him with: the 
Commination of Death; and that thus he 
broke the Covenant of Works, the Condi. 
tion of which was perfect Obedience. And 
therefore, I believe, that by that Act of Dif 
obedience he forfeited the Favour of God, 
his Right to the Enjoyment of Paradiſe; that 
he loſt the Rectitude of his Nature, and de. 
| baſed the noble Powers of his Soul, became 
mortal, and obnoxious to the Wrath of God 
both in this Life, and that which is to come. 
XI. I believe, that God did deal with 
Adam as the fœderal Head of all his Poſte 
rity ; and therefore, that the Evils which he 
brought upon himſelf, he brought alſo upon 
them. By the Offence of one, Fudgment cam 
upon all Men to Condemnation : By one Mau 
Diſobedience many were made Sinners *. | 
XII. I believe, that God from Eternity 
foreſeeing that the whole Human Race would 
fall into this unhappy Condition, was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed, of his own free Will and 
Choice, and not on the Conſideration or Fore- 
fight of the Faith and Holineſs of any, to: 
elect a certain Number of Men, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, unto eternal Life, and to the Mean 
neceſſary thereunto, even Faith and Hcli- 
neſs. According as he hath choſen us in bin 
before the Foundation of the World, - that ue 
| ſhould be holy, and without blame before hin 
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Rom. v. 18, 19. 


ts). 


Love *. He bath ſaved us, and "as; Us 
with 4 boly Calling, not according to our 
Works, but according to his own Purpoſe 
md Grace, which was given * in l 
"ſus before the World began Þ.. . 

XIII. I believe that this Election was made 
won Condition, that the Son of God the 
{cond Perſon of the glorious Three, ſhould in 
the Fulneſs of Time aſſume our N. ature, and 
n that Nature ſhould pay full and com ples 
ktisfCtion to the offended Juſtice of 
Claims of which would otherwiſe ab 
quired the Puniſhment of the Sinner, and 
ue render d God inexorable: "Wherefore 
Eb called a Lamb Jin from the Foundation 
tze World i. 

XIV. I believe that i in the Fulneſz of. Time 

E don of God, tho by an eſſential men 
ke with the Father, 4 actually abaſe him- 
i, and take upon him our Natures, with 
he finleſs Infirmities thereof; that he had had 

real human Ko and Body, 4 MP 
imately united to his-Deity, that what 
done i in either of his 26 Da ny 'pfoperly 
aſcribed to the whole” Perſon, and the 
nof David, with the exacteſt Prog priety, 
ly be called the i Ccarnate Son, God. 
as nd J believe, that it. Ih . Virthe of - this: 
ik Union between th two. atufes of 
rſt, that his Obedichce in, and Sacrifice of 


8 — co» 2 


2 Eph. i. 4. +2 im. i 1555 t Rev. xiu. 8. , 
G his 


| 


Ie 6 
his human Nature, became full at rode 
Satisfaction to the Juſtice of God 1 in edel, 
Men. | 

"RY" bidlieve, that in his wad Nath 
when on Earth, he N 58 out a full x 
perfect Righteouſneſs for-the Juſtification 
God's Elect: That this Righteouſneſs x 
active and paſſive Obedience to the Wil 
God, by which he fulfilled the Lap, a 
made Atonement for Sin; and that tis 
by virtue of this Righteouſneſs, impited 
the Elect, that they are juſtified, and d 
ſequently " adopted, ſanctified and faved, 

by the Offence of one Judgment, care u * 
Men to Condemnation; even ſo by 
ouſneſs of one, the free Gift . fs ill | 
unto Fuſtification of Life: As by one M 
Diſobedience. many were made Sinners; | 
the. Obedience of one, many ſhall be . 
righteous *, = 

XVI. Tho the Efficacy of Chriſt s 0 
dience and Sufferings doth, only extend v 
Elect; yet I believe, that none of thoſe 
periſh, ſhall have Cauſe to fay in the great 
of Accounts, that they Fs becauſe 
Was not neceſſary Proviſion made for 
| Salvation”: Since their coming ſhort of 1 

not owing. to ſuch a Want; but to their 
wilful Hardneſs and Impenitency, in thai 


9144 


will not come unto Chriſt that they may A 


(81 

e; nor fly to the Shelter of his 8 
ſings, even when he offering to gather them, 

Hen gathereth her Chickens x.. 1 biieve, \ 
erefore, whoſoever: contemn the Offers. of 
vation, made in the Goſpel (and they are 
de to all to whom the Goſpel cometh) that 
ey ſhall periſh for this their Contempt, that 
xy ſhall be liable to a forer Condemnation 
an thoſe who never heard of the Goſpel ; 

a, that it ſhall be more tolerable fer Sodom 
uGomorrah in the ny of Jane than 
r them | 
XVII 11 believe chat our | dei aden 

e from the Dead on the third Day after his 
wcifixion, which I conſider as an Earneſt 
our Reſurrection at the Great Day, and 
ich in Connection with the Effuſion of the 
it, I look on as an inconteſtible Proof that 
aas ſent of God, and that his Obedience 
the Sacrifice which he offer d up to him 
0 — of Sinners, were _ accepted by 


bY | XVILL. I believe that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ing continued forty Days upon the Earth, 
r his Reſurrection (both that he might 
full Proof thereof, and might more per- 
M0) inſtruct his Apoſtles i in the Principles 
W's holy Religion +) viſibly aſcended up to 
pln F: Which alſo I — as a Pledge 
our Aſcenſion thither, that ſo We may. be. 


Mat xxtii, . 37. + Mat. 1. 15. f Adsi. 9. 
| G2 for 
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for ever with the Lord, in that bleſſed Wall 
whither tbe Fore-runner is for us entered * 


XIX. I believe that Chriſt is 20 fitting 4 


the Right-hand , the Father +, advanced 
the hicheſt Authority, having all Power 


Heaven and Earth committed unto him t; 


by this Power he preſideth over the nat 


and moral Worlds, ſubjecteth his People t 
bimſelf, governs them as his own, and Ki d 


eth ther from all his Enemies. and enn. 


X44 believe that Chriſt doth now appe 
in the Preſence of God to intercede as a 1 
High- Prieſt for his People, that he pleade 
his own perfect Righteouſneſs for s v 
God the Father, and preſenteth theisPraye 
and Services to him with the abelian 
cenſe of his own Merits. I believe that 
Interceſſion is always ſucceſsful, and thet 
fore thatby virtue thereof he diſtributetho: 
Pardon, and all Grace neceſfary to bring the 
them ſafely thro' this World to the Rep 
of Glory. In a word, that he is able toju 
to the uttermoſt all thoſe that come um G 


Ey bim 8; ſeeing he ever liveth to male 


ceſſion. 


XIII I * that Faith is the Ini 
by which the Elect are intereſted in the. : 


vation wrought out by Chriſt. He thatd 


teveth on the Son bath everlaſting Life 3/0 

he that belirveth not the Son, ſhall nat Fel 
* Heb. vi. 20. + Epheſ. i. 20. 5 Mat. xvii 
a, r ROM 


/ 
7 


1 
ut the Wrath of God abideth on him. Nom 
dis Faith I take to be ſuch an Aſſent of the 
Mind to Chriſt's Ability and Willingneſs to 
ue us, as produceth a prevailing Diſpoſition 
paccept of him, in the Goſpel —— and 
o truſt to him a "408 for Salvation. 
XXIII. I believe a ſincere, and in the main, | 
ucceſsful Endeavour to perform the various 
Frecepts of the Goſpel, whether they con- 
yin our Duty to God, our Neighbour, or our- 
eres, is inſeparably connected with this ſa- 
ing Faith; for Faith without Works is dead... 
ud tho” it is too evidently poſſible, that a 
al Believer may in ſome Inſtances wander 
om the Path of God's Commandments, 
xt I believe he will not contentedly remain 
nder the Guilt and in the Practice of Sin, 
ut will ſooner or later return to God by heart 
byentange, will plead for Pardon thron 
e Blood of Jeſus, will form Purpoſes of 
er Obedience, and ſtudy and endeavour to 
und complete in the whole Will of God. 
XXIII. I believe that ever ſince the Fall, 
ch a fatal Depravity has over-{pread our 
hole Race, that no mere Man is able to ex- 
kiſe this Faith and Hotineſs without ſupe- 
r Aſſiſtances; the Underſtanding, Will 
d Affections, ate by Nature ſo cloſely em- 
yd, and ſo obſtinately bent on carnal 
ungs, that the natural Man will not ex- 


John ii. 36. Jam. ii. 26. 


| 654) # 
erciſe theſe Powers of his Soul about thoſe 
that are divine; that, therefore there i; 3 
real Impotency in every Man to do that Which 
God requires of him. The natural May +. 
ceiveth not the Things of the Spirit of Gul 
neither can he know them, becauſe they art ** 
ritually diſcerned *, The carnal Mind 7s En- 
mity againſt God, for it is not ſubjef# to the 
Law of God, nei ther indeed can be $59. 
XXIV. I believe therefore the Goodneh 
and Compaſſion of God to his elected Pe 
ple is ſo great, that he hath not only gi 
his Son to purchaſe Salvation for them, b 
alſo his Holy Spirt to difpoſe them to accept 
of it according to the Goſpel: That it isthi 
Office of this bleſſed Spirit to illuminate the 
Underſtandings, that they may ſee in aju 
Light their Danger by Sin, and the Wayo 
Deliverance by Chriſt ; to give their Souls at 
effectual Turn from ſenſual to ſpiritual Oh 
jects; to mortify their Corruptions,ſtrengti 
them againſt Temptations, and to carry'0 
the Work of Sanctification in them, till the 
ſhall be meet to partake of the Inheritancec 
the Saints in Light. 1 31 
XXV. I believe that the Holy Ghoſt d 
ordinarily begin and carry on this Work 
Faith and Holineſs in the Elect, by the! 
ſtrumentality of his revealed Word. For 


Goſpel of Chriſt is is the Power of God unto d 


* 1 Cor. it! 14. + Romi viii. 7. 


Valio 


($5) 
mation, to every one that believeth *; that we 
ire not therefore to impute to the Holy Ghoſt 
my of our own Fancies concerning religious 


- Matters, or the Propenſity of our Minds to 
ay one particular Thing, which is not di- 
Fl ::ly, or by Conſequence contain'd and re- 
-T cuicd in the Scriptures, much leſs any thing 
tat is contrary to them: That therefore we 


hould diligently read and meditate on the 
Eriptures, and attend the publick Ordinances 
pointed forexplaining and inculcating them, 
we deſire and expect the Spirit of God to 
roduce Faith and Holineſs in us. 

XX VI. I believe that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has eſtabliſh'd two Ordinances in his Church, 
which are not to be aboliſhed till the End of 
he World, Baptiſm. and the Lord's-ſupper, 
the Symbols whereof are Water in the one, 
nd Bread and Wine in the other: That tho 
theſe Symbols are material and ſenſible Ele- 
nents, yet are they wiſely adapted to repre- 
nt Chriſt and the Benefits which he has pur- 
aſked for his People; and that to Believers 
wehtly partaking of them, they become a 
gn and Seal, that Chriſt and theſe Benefits 
ue made over to them. But I am far from 
mzgining, that there is any Virtue in ſuch 
iſtitutions as theſe, mechanically to produce 
uy ſaving Effects, or to ſecure the divine, 
Four to thoſe whoſe Hearts are eſtranged 


| em. i. 16. 
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from his Fear, and their Lives From by 


Service. 


XXVII. I believe Baptiſt 16 wks 


miniſtred to the Infants 'of believing: Pa 


rents, as well as to adult Believers that hays 
not been baptized before. For tho' thek 
Infants are not able to exerciſe actual Faith 
"upon! 
tiſm 
layeth Hicks! 3 4 yer as Lock Chil. 
dren at leaſt are Partakers' of the Cone 
nant of Grace, as Baptiſm ' is now, 1 


Circumciſion was formerly, a Seal thereof 


as the Spirit of God can and often doth m. 
plant in the Souls of Children the Principl 
of Faith and Holineſs, and as its no Contr 
diction to Reaſon, nay nothing elſe than what 
we daily fee in civil Affairs, for 'Childten'tt 


come under an Obligation in their lee t 


be perform'd in their riper Years ; Tay, as v 
have all thoſe Reaſons for Tofant-Baprilts, 
believe they ſhould be baptized; or, in 1 
Language of the APO, that the Chi 
F Believers are holy*, i. e. fedetally ſo, a 
therefore to be admitted to this}  initiatory O * 
dinance, e | 
"XXVHL-F believe alſo thai the Le 
Supper i is appointed as a confirming, ſtrent oth 
ening and comforting Ordinance to the fa , 
ful Communicant, being intended as à ſoler 


1 Cor. vii; 14. | | 
Commit 


(45) : 
ummemoration of the Death of Chriſt, a9 
gal of the Benefits purchaſed thereby, and 
Token of our Relation to each other as 
ethren in him. I believe that it is only 
be adminiſtred to adult Believers, who 
11d examine themſelves, and ſo eat of that 
ad, and drink of that Cup“. And where 
\ credible Profeſſion of real Chriſtianity is 
de, I think it is the Duty of Chriſtian 
mmunities to concur with their Miniſ- 
in excluding ſuch from the Holy Feaſt, 
which they can only expect 20 eat and 
ut Judgment to themſelves r. 

XXIX. I believe that for the perfefing of 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, _ 


the edifying of the Body of Chrift T, he 
* according to the various Indigencies of 


Church, given ſome that were Apoſtles, ſome 
bers, Jome Evangeliſts, ſome' Paſtors and 
uhers, That as the extraordinary Offices 
. Prophets and Evangeliſts are now 
d, the Church having a full Revelation 
the Will of God concerning Mens Sal- 
bon, the only remaining Stewards f the 
res F God are Paſtors and Teachers. 
d further apprehend, that none can re- 
wly enter on the miniſterial Office, in the 

Ererciſe of it, but ſuch as being compe- 

ly furniſhed with Gifts and Graces, are 
mdentially called, and ina ſolema Manner 


I Cor. xi. 28. + I Ck 29. 7 Eph. iv. 12. 
1 


e 


= 


> 55.95 > —- > WTI. 


( 
ſet a-part thereunto, by Prayer and Faſtia 
and the Impoſition of the Hands of a Py 
bytery, unleſs very extraordinary City 
ſtances render it impraCticable. | | 

XXX. I believe that as civil Gonne 
abſolutely neceſſary to the ſecurity of Ma 
kind; ſo it is the Will of God, the y 
Guardian of his Creatures, that 
ſhould be regarded as ordained dim! 
the Good of their People; and that as it 
lawful Rights, and to ſuppreſs Vice andi 
mortality, ſo while they continue to adt 
theſe Purpoſes to which they are appbiniy 
I believe they are to be obey'd; wot way 
Wrath, but for Conſcience ſabe . 

XXXI. I believe that after Death the 
of the Rightcous ſhall immediately enter: 

Glory, into the Preſence of God and 
and the Enjoyment of all the Happineſs 
ſeparate State will admit. That they if 
continue in this State, joyfully expedi 
their full Perfection, till the Reſurtection 
| the Dead. And Lalfo believe that the Wick 
ſhall be made immediately miſerable, 
with the Fallen Angels ſhall be reſerved 
Chains of Darkneſs till the Judgment of t 
great Day: So that there can be no mid 
State of H between gere and Ht 


=o — ; l 
* Rom. Xl. 1. E ve. 5: : 


50 


ut all the Arguments advanced for i are fil 
nous and impertinent. | 2 
XXXII. I believe that at Cone 
{ this World, there ſhall be a general Re. 
irection of the Dead; that they ſhall come 
uh with the fame. Bodies which they leſt 
Death, tho with» very different Qualities; 
ut they who are alive ſhall be changed in 
y Twinkling of an Eye, at the lad Trump. 
at the Righteous ſhall be raiſed with glo- 
ous refined Bodies, fitted in euery reſpect 
immortal and happy Spirits to dwell in. 
hat the Wicked ſhalb alſo be raiſed: with 
ch Bodies as fhall be fit to endure thoſe end- 
Torments into which they ſhall immedi- 
ly paſs after Judgment. 
£XXIIL. 1 believe that the Land Jede 
nſt will come to adminiſter this great So» 
mnity in the Glory. of his Father, and his 
m Glory, with a ſplendid Retinue of the 
wenly Hoſt, and will judge the Quick and 
Dead, accordi ng to the Deeds done in the 
Wy, whether they be good or bad. That to 
+ Righteous he Mil , Gome ye Bleſſed of my 
aber, inherit the N dom eng prepared 
, r you from the. F undatian e World : 
e the Wicked, Depart zum me, ye Cur- 
into everlaſting. Fire, 2 N the 
/ and s Angeln h. 0 - 


Cor. xv. 51, 52. + ye? 1 Mat. xv. 34- 


her. 45. | 
H 2 XXXIV. ; 


'(60) 
XXXIV. Laſtly, I believe, that in took 
quence of theſe Sentences, be Wicked 
be puniſbed with everlaſting. Deſtructim fn 
the Preſente of the Lord, and the Glory of þ 
Power *; for they ſhall go away into #verl; 
ing Puniſhment ; and that the Righteous ſy 
enter into eternal Life, and fo be for ever mi 
the Lord ; introduced in their comp 
Perſons to complete Felicity, in the imm 
diate Preſence of God, where there is Ful 
of Foy, and at his Right-hand, where there 
Pleaſures for ever more. Into which bleſſ 
State may we all have a rich and an abundq 
Entrance adminiſtred, thro' the Merits of o 
dear Redeemer; 'To whom with the Fathe 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed- endl 
Glory, Dominion, and Praiſe for ever 
- over; lanai 0) 5111025 La 
2 Theſſ. i. 9. + Mat.xxv. * 
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By T. STEW ARD. 


Rez having been defir'd that the 
part of the ſolemn Work and 
8p Service of this Day, which is 

commonly called, Giving the 
Charge, ſhould be perform'd 
| by me, I ſhall under a deep 
*nſe of my own Weakneſs and Incompe- 
kncy, addreſs myſelf in a few Words to you, 
ny Reverend Brother, who have been now 
flemnly devoted to the Service of God in 
be Work of the Minftry, and ſet apart 
bereunto by Faſting and Prayer, with Impo- 
ton of Hands ; and ſhall endeavour with all 


otherly Freedom and Faithfulneſs to ſuggeſt 
Sr ſome- 
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all the Parts and Branches thereof, | after 


what I have to propoſe to your ſerious Con- 


own Strength, but in an humble N anc 


what alſo by way of Incouragement,” I 
I. LeT me ſuggeſt, -lomethin to. yau. 
way of Coumſel, upon nce on 
Exerciſe of the ſacred miniſterial Office ; it 


having ſatisfactorily performed for ſome Time 
one of its Parts, I mean, the publick preach, 
ing of the Word. And I know not how 
to va better Foundation whereon to build 


ſideration, under this Head of Advice, than 
thoſe very comprehenſive Words of che . 
poſtle, which were a part of what I may cal 
his dying Charge to his Son Timothy, Male 
full Proof of thy Miniſtry* ; or thoſe other 
Words to the ſame Effect, which he-would 
have ſaid to Archippus, Take beed to the Mi- 
mſiry which thou haſt recei ws 95 the 2 
that thou fulfil it . 

TEE miniſterial Work i in its full 
and Latitude (unto the Diſcharge wher 7 — = 
my dear Brother, have now given u up yo 

in a very ſolemn Manner) i isa Work of great 
Weight and Importance. Tis indeed a gun 
Work, an honourable Office; but tis 1 4 
great W ork, there is Onus as well as Hanes bt 
longing to it; and I doubt, not but you ben 
a deep Senſe and Apprehenſion hercof, ant 
have accordingly ſet about it, nat in vu 


„ Tim. iv. 3. + Col. iv. 17. 
Depen 


(6) 


Dependance upon the Grace and Aſſiſtanes 
of the great Shepherd, the Prince of Paſtors, 
the glorious King and Head of the Church, 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſas Chriſt, 
who has ſent you. into his Vineyard, and ſet 
you at work as a Labourer therein, without 
whoſe Help the beſt of Miniſters are nothing, 
nd can do nothing; but nil r 
(briffo duce, et auſpice Chriſto. ¶ can do all 
things, lays the Apoſtle, thro Chriſt ftrength- 
aing me *, tho none ever expreſs di a greater 
ele of their own Inſufficiency in themſelves 
confider'd, than this bumble Apoſtle: In imi- 
ation of his excellent Example, and _— 
he encouraging Expectation of that grac 
Aſſiſtance from our Maſter Feſtus, : all 
bis faithful Servants may IG hope 
fir, do you, my Brother, apply yourſelf to 
he Diſcharge of that holy Office into which 
he has been pleaſed to put you, endeavouring 
bbc faithful to him who has ſent you, and to 
boſe precious Souls to whom you are ſent, 
nd which are committed (and have by the 
Direction of his Providence committed them- 
kives) to your paſtoral Care and Conduct; *\ 
 THoven by my Bleſſing of God upon 
vor preparatory Studies you have attained a 
Vi unfiderable Meaſure of — Knowledge, 
8 well as human Learning, and have now 


22 4 an.. yet you are not to 
I 
| ® Phill, iy; 14. ® 
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Ge) 
reſt in any preſent Attainments either i 
Knowledge or Grace, but to be ſtill prof 
forwards, and labouring after more; in ci. 
der whereunto you muſt be much in Pray 
and Meditation, and give Attendance to rea. 
ing, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, not in any 
wiſe neglecting the Gift that is in you, but 
exciting and improving it, that your profiting 
may appear to all, as the Apoſile ſpeaks to 
Timothy *. EY 45 
A conTINUED Progreſs in the Study of 
the holy Scriptures, as the only unerring, in- 
fallible- Rule of Faith and Practice will be 
your neceſſary Duty, and highly requiſite t 
render you a Scribe well inſtructed unto the 
Ningdom of Heaven, as our bleſſed Lord ex 
— it ; that you may be an able Miniſter 
the New: Teſtament, and capable to bring fart) 
out of the good Treaſure you have laid uf, 
things new, as well as old, ſuited to the 
rious Caſes and Exigencies of thoſe who d 
and ſhall attend upon your facred Miniltra 
tions. And it ſhould be your conſtantCar 
and Endeavour, to keep up that Savour and 
Reliſh of divine things, and thoſe lively and 
ſtrong Impreſſions of the great and momen 
tous Concernments of another World, in, 
and upon your own Soul, which it is youny® 
Duty to do what in you lies to affect the Hearty * 
of your People with; for tho the Validity oy 0 


ul 


® 2 Tim. ic. . 14,.15. I + Mat. xiii. 52. IM 


miniſte 


1 65 ) 

—niſterial Acts does not depend upon the 
perſonal Holineſs of Miniſters, but upon 
e Authority of their great Lord and Ma- 
xr, whoſe Commiſſion they bear; yet, tis 
true, as well as an old Obſervation: That 
hat comes from the Heart of the Speaker C 
; moſt likely to reach to the Hearts of the 
erers: It ſeemeth mete to the all-wiſe God 
þ adapt ſuitable Means for the Attainment of 
oper and deſirable Ends. ** - 

LaBoUR then, dear Brother, to feel what 
w beat, if you would have thoſe to whom 
w preach feel what they hear: And as ever 
u defire inſtrumentally to ſave yourſelf, 
nd the immortal Souls to whom you mini- 
kr in holy things, O beg with great ear- 
neſs for large communications of divine 
wht, arid Life, and Love from the great 
untain-thereof, and for large Meaſures of 
ce and Holineſs ; ; and the greater Expe- 
ce you have of the Workings of the Spirit 
jon your own Soul, enabling you to fubdue 
ur remaining Corruptions, to overcome 
mptations, to live above this World while 
n live in it, and to be found in the*faith- 
| Diſcharge of all perſonal and relative Du= 
s the fitter you will be to teach others; 
u will pray the better, and preach! the bet⸗ 
and Ii ve the better; nd have more Ground 
hope for an abundant Bleſſing from! Hea- 
a upon your miniſterial 'Labonrs, and that 
5 Wong of the Lord ſhall * in your 


k 1 Mouth, ; 


(66 0 
Mouth, and his Work proſper in you 
Hands: Or whatever your Succeſs may h 
yet you will have this to comfort yourk 
with, that your Work is with the. Lyn 
and your Reward is with your God, wh 
will deal with his poor Miniſters, - not x 
acording to their Succeſs, but according 
their Sincerity. Your rejoicing will be thi 
even the Teſtimony of your Conſcientt, that i 
Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, not wi 
Peſply Wiſdom, but by the Grace of Gad.) 
have had your Converſation in the World, i 
eſpecially towards your Flock and Charge *, 
the Apoſtle ſays with reference. to. A ow 
and his Fellow-labourer's CaſQ. 
TE way to make full Proof f yo our M 
uiſtry, or to take due heed to 7he 0 Mini 
hich you have received of the Lord, and 
the Flock of Chriſt, which he hath made yt 
an Overſeer of, is to tale heed to , 
in the firſt Place. O take heed to the R 
and Temper of your own Heart, that it 
ſerious and devout, holy and humble. me 
and patient, charitable and com 
full of Love to Chrift, and his Land | 
Sheep; that you may feed them and 
them under the Influence of this noble, f 
divine and heavenly Principle ; that you-m 
pray with and for them with great Fan! 
of Affection, and long after their C 
and Edification, their Eſtabliſhment and Ce 


22 Cor. i. i2. + A X. 28. ebe 
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(67) 
ſrmation, and be the happy Helper of theit 
ſoy and Conſolation. And Zake beed alſo 
to the Courſe and Tenour of your own Life, 
that it be very exemplary to your Flock, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtolical Direction, Be thou 
u Example to the Believers, in V. ord, in Con- 
wrſation, in Charity, in Faith, in Purity . 
Preach by your Life, as well as by. your - 
Lips, that thoſe who hear you ſpeak, may 
ke by your own Works, that you do 
ndeed believe yourſelf what you deliver to 
em. 
Is a Word, let your holy Converfitinn 
be a viſible Exemplification of your holy In- 
Kuctions and Exhortations to your — 
nd tend to convince all who obſerve your 
ny and walking, that there is a Reality in 
Religion, and that ſerious. Gen is more 
an a Fancy. | 
Axp then, as to vous pain Miniſtra- 
ons in the Church: of God, _—_— 
byou in the awful Words Apoſtle 
b Timothy, ev” i laſt Chapter of — 
Evifle, at the Beginning; I charge thee be- 
L 7 Cod. and the Lord Feſus Chrift, who 
14 judge the Quick and the Dead, at bis 
bearing and his Kingdom; preach the Word, 
infant in Seaſon, out of Seafon, reprove, 
cue, exhort, with all Long-ſuffering and 
Wiring, Nothing can be more awful than 


„ Him. by. | 
1 the 
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60 68 ) 
the Charge, nothing more weighty than the 
inforcement of it, 9. d. I do moſt ſolemn] 
adjure thee by God the Father, and the Ly 
Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall be Judge of the whole 
World, at the great and ſolemn Day of hi 
Appearance, and will give to all according 
to their Works, as thou haſt any regard t 
God the F ather, or to Chriſt his incarnat 
Son, I charge thee, that thou take all Of 
portunities of urging and preſſing the gre: 
Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity, upon al 
that thou haſt any Acceſs to, or Influence 
upon ; endeavouring to rectify their Erro 
and Miſtakes, to reform and amend whatere 
is amiſs in them, and by an unwearied Cor 
ſtancy, and unfainting Perſeverance in tea 
ing, inſtructing, admoniſhing and exhorti 
them, to bring them to the Profeſſion at 
Practice of true Religion. Timothy was, doub 
leſs, a very laborious Preacher; we may fin 
by the Character the Apoſtle elſewhere giy 
of him, that he was, as I may ſay, a Non 
fach, there were few like-minded with hin 
few animated with his Zeal and Fervour; 
yet the Apoſtle thought fit to leave this me 
awakening, quickening Word with him, as 
Spur to him, to double, if it were poflib 
his Diligence i in the miniſterial Work, to 
inſtant cuxajows, d xetl pcs, publickly and private 
on Lord's-Days, and Week-Days when Ou 
caſion offers, in times of Danger and Per 
cution, as well as in times of Peace and 
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(69). 
bey, when there is but little, as well as 
when there is the greateſt likelihood of do- 
ng good upon them. \ 
A Miniſter muſt not faint or be diſcourag'd; 
e muſt not intermit, much leſs leave off his 
Work upon any Pretence whatſoever; but he 
hould be armed and fortified againſt difficul- 
tes and Diſcouragements, being ſtrong in the 
lird, and in the power of his might, in- 
fructing and exhorting with Meekneſs and 
Patience thoſe that oppoſe him and them- 
tes, pitying them that appear to have but 
ittle pity for their own ſouls, praying for 
them that will ſcarce pray for "themſelves, - 
ad encouraging them that have begun to 
pon well, ffrengthening the weak hands, and 
tle feeble knees, reſolving the doubting, * 
nfirming the Wavering, comforting the 
Diconſolate, viſiting and praying with the 
ck, athiſting dying Perſons in the ſolemn 
loments of their approaching Diſſolution, Sc. 
ud a Miniſter muſt. do all this with regard 
0 the Commiſſion and Inſtructions he has 
Kcerved from his great Lord and Maſter 
us, and to the ſtrict account he muſt 
vie to him at the great Day. 
Tuvs, dear Brother, ſhould you acquit 
orſelf in the Station wherein you are now 


telWaced, thus ſhould you make full proof of 
wr Miniſtry. It ſhould be the great Aim 
nd End, the main Scope and Deſign of your 
aching to render your Hearers —_ 


0 
er 


i 


{190] 


and better, to enlighten their Judgment wi 
the Knowledge of the Truth as it is in ,. 
ſus; to preach, not yourſelf, but Chriſt Tek 
45 Lond. (as you have been — 
inſtructed and exhorted by my Reverend 
Brother in his moſt ſuitable Sermon, to d 
rect their Conſciences in all doubtful ani 
difficult Caſes, to warm and invigorate the 
pious and gracious Affections, to confirm: 
their good Purpoſes and Reſolutions, an- 
to excite them to the Practice of vb 
things are true, whatſoever things are hol 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever thin 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely; a 
praiſe-worthy, and of good Report, to ſpeaki 
the Language of the Apaſtie. 
LET me add, that with reſpect to thol 
publick Prayers and Praiſes which you a 
to offer up as the Mouth of your People unt 
God, you ſhould labour to ſuit them as mud 
as poſſible to their State and Circumftance 
And when you adminiſter he holy Sacre 
ments of Baptiſm and the Lord's - Supp 
the inſtituted Signs and Seals of the N 
Covenant, you muſt endeavour, in the Strengt 
of Chri/t, to perform theſe Parts of your C 
fice, with that Gravity and! Seriouſnels, : 
thoſe Enlargements of devout Affections, whit 
become the peculiar Solemnity of ſuch ted 
Tranfactions with the great and glorious 
bovah, thro' a Mediat uur. 
T.Philz463 21 0107 29: ON) - 2 (HEIRS 
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(72) 
To conclude this Head, The Exerciſe of 
ſured Diſcipline, when you may be cal- 
kd to it by various Emergencies, will require 
great deal of Prudence and Diſcretion, 
Meckneſs and Patience, as well as Courage 
ud Impartiality, that the true and proper 
Ends thereof may be happily and ſucceſsfully 
n{wered and attained, fo far as the preſent 
ute of human Infirmity and. Imperfection 
Fee, - 
Txus, dear Brother, J have delivered 
ſhat I judged neceſſary, or at leaſt expedient 
recommend to you by way of Advice and 
Direction. Let me next fay a little, 
SECONDLY, By way of Encouragement 
into the chearful Diſcharge of the ſeveral 
Duties which have been laid before you. Your 
Work is indeed very great and difficult, pain- 
hl and laborious, but it is truly honourable 
ud excellent, an Office and Service that you 
an have no Reaſon to be aſhamed of. Tis 
Matter of great Dignity to be an Ambaſſa- 
br for Chriſt, a Meſſenger from the Lord 
it Hoſts to the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
Nteward and Diſpenſer of the Myſteries and 
unfold Grace of God; to ſpeak in the Name 
God, and by his Authority, to publiſh 
nd proclaim his Will, as declared in his 
Word, Sc. 5 220004 „ t FEET 
How much ſoever Miniſters may be 
hted and deſpiſed, by a blind, perverted, 
uracted Generation of Infidels, their Func- 
= ; tion 


4 


tion is truly divine, and their Charadty 
challenges reſpect. To be an Inſtrument i 
the Hand of God, to ſpread the Light 5 
ſpiritual ſaving Knowledge, and to promoty 
and advance the Intereſts of practical God 
lineſs in a dark and degenerate World, to b 
happy Inſtruments, I ſay, in the Hand « 
Chriſt for bringing Souls to him, and build 
ing them up in him, and making daily a 
ditions to the meaſure of their Graces, 912 
of their Faith, and Love, and Hope, the 
Humility and Heavenly-mindedneſs, to rende 
them growing, thriving, flouriſhing Chr 
tians, till they be fit to be tranſplanted fron 
the Garden of God here below, into th 
celeſtial Paradiſe above, this ſure is the mol 
noble, the moſt beneficial Work that an 
Mortal is capable to perform ; and therefo 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel may, and ough 
with the great Apoſtle, humbly to magmy 
their Office; and whoever ſhall dare to vi 
fy it, do contract the Guilt of horrible Ir 
dignity againſt Chriſt himſelf, who h 
clothed his Miniſters with Honour, an 
aſſured them for their Comfort and Enco 
ragement, that he who receives them, recti 
him, and ſuch as deſpiſe them, deſpiſe bin 
and Wo will be to ſuch Deſpiſers at the D. 
of his illuſtrious Appearance. HY 
How mean ſoever the Perſons of Miniſtt 
may be, and how many ſoever laments 
Failings, Infirmities and Imperfections that 


107” 
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my be attended with (as being Men gi Be 
Paſtons with: others, and not excenpiec from 
be common Lot). yet their Office is ſacred, 
heir Work is __ honourable,” and great 
leſpect, and Eſteem, and Love a ane to 
dem upon that Account?! 

To what has been ſaid, let dd one 
fling more, which ſhould afford. great Solace 
ul 2bundant Conſolation to all the faithful 
lniſters of Chriſt, and I hope, dear Brother, 
tat you have, and will have good Grdund to 
poly i itto. yourſelf; E:mean the charming Pro- 
ject of a bright and glorious Cromm, which 
e great Shepherd of the Sheep hath promiſed 
beſtow —_— his watchful, painful n- 
r ſepherds as a Reward not indeed of Debt, 
ut of Grace. This St. Peter ꝓropoſes to 
I Elder S W hom he exhorts to ie ed. the 
et of. God, taking the Over-fight(thereof'; 
1 by Conſtraint, but willingly, nat . e 
lucre, hut of a reudy Mind; neither. at bei 
dt over God's Heritage, but: Enſamples to 
* Flock." I ſay; this great Reward the 
halle ſets before them, to animate; and en- 
wage. them to the. diligent Diſcharge of 
ery Part of their hard and difficult Hort e 
ln, ſays he, the chief | Shepherd ſpail appear, 
fl receive a Crou f Glory, that fadeth 
And what this is, Who can tell ? 
I, „ deubtleſs, ſomething too great Fir; dur 
boughts, | and] much more tod big for our 
ſords. Apprehenſion is 122 In- 


tion aſtoniſhed, anch all Expreffion fwal- 
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faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, in the db vin 


Hine asthe Brightneſs of tbe. Firmamenty.m 


Weight: of Glory, we 1d come 


(74) 
TR Jewels that adorn this 
crown, are too radiant and e or 
our weak Eyes to behold. - The 
all ſincere Chriſtians, and | dente 


World, is ſuch, that it will be far from de 
ing known till it be fully 
happy and glorous, moſt bright nd th 
Day, when Miniſters and People ſhall n 
together in the Temple of God above; i 
mutual unutterable Exultations and: Tau 
emer ag and yet evermown 
And ven thoſe har are 1 0 þ 


| 
thoſe that haye turned many. Zo Rig. 2 1 
a the Stars for ever. and ener Fu 5 
ture: that ſnould put Life and Spirit in abu 
dance into all the Servants of Cheiſt, a 
eſpecially into thoſe. whoſe Work and Buf 
nels it into miniſter i in this excellent Se 
of conterting Souls, rurni ing;thene from Do 
neſs. t Light, from Sin to Holineſs, 
from yo Power. off Satan unto God, WY 
nay rercive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and wht 
beritanct among them which are , / 
Faith in c Yefus s +. 5 
 WBLL: may the lively Hops ak n 
ſoendent a Reward, ſuch an exceeding of 


Miniſters amidſt all painful Labou y. 


or * the ſharpeſt Trials and & ind az 
W. may be expoſed unto, - In 
—_ to break out intothoſe pathetical Eu 


ba. xii. z, 3. f ages 


As) 
ſons of St. Paul, hen he was gomg bound 
in the Spirit ante Jeruſalem; looking for 
Binds and Aflictiuns, which did almoſt 5 
where attend him. But (ſays he, wih W-” 
noble--Air of holy Reſolution, and in the 
tiumphant Exerciſe of a ſtrong and-inflimed 
Love to his Maſter Feſtus) none of "theſe things 
de me; neither count I my. Exje dear .unto 
elf, Jo that I maght- finiſh» my Courſe with 
fry, and the Miniſtry: which I have rerti uu 
of the Lord Feſus, to 7 the Goſpel of: the 
brace bf Gad , e 40-34 an Tl 
And thus; dear. Brother, I lenve you un- 
kr the encouraging Views and Hopes of pre- 
int Aſſiſtance from your great Lord and 
Maſter in his Work, and 7 Recompence 
f Reward, above the Power of 'Oratory tb 
ſcribe 3 and ſhall 'now.' beg leave to con- 
dude, with applying myſelf in a few Words 
v you, y Belvved, of this Chriſtian Soctety, 
ho have made Choice of this my Reverend 
Irother as your Paſtor; and what I would hum- 
y recommend to you, and earneſtly preſs upon 
vou is, That you would be much in Prayer 
b God for this Servant of his, to Whom | 
ue committed the Care of your precious 
vuls, and that you would fem bim highly 
u Love, for his Work n and by an pun 
mong vour ſelves.” No | 
O E much at the Crone of * and 
welle hard in Prayer for your "Miniſter, 
tat a Door of Utterame may be given unto 
Im, and that 2 Door of Entrance oo we 
RIC 0 fats.” $44 6 
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given unto the Words which he thall ſpeak 
from the Lord, into your Hearts. Doubt 
leſs, you deſire and expect that he ſhoul 
pray frequently and fervently for you, an 
it is indeed his Duty, and I hope will 0 
his Practice ſo to do; but then it is 50 ef 
your Duty to pray much and heartily ſ 
him, that his Hands may be ſtrengthenes 
and his Heart encou raged in doing the Worl 
of the Lord among you, and for N 
nefit and Advantage. 

Tu E beſt of Miniſters nell the Pra 
and deſire the Prayers of their Peopkly fy an 
of all good Chriſtians. / You may” fee' wi 
what an holy Vehemence and pious Warm 
the Apoſtle — himſelf to the Nam 
I beſcech you, Brethren, (ſays he) for tbe lor 
Feſus Chriſtis jake, and for the Love ib 
Spirit, that ye ſtrive: together with me: in pu 
Prayers ts God for me*. And to the Colgſian 
he ſays; continue in Prayer, and watch' it 
the ſame; with Thankſgiving, . withal prayin 
elſo for us, that God would: open: unto"us" 
Door. of Utterance to Speak the . myftery:'q 
Chriſt, that I may make it manifeſt as 
ought to ſpeak +. And to the ſame Purpoſe 
befpeake the Theſſalonians; Finally, Brethre 
fray far us, that the Word of the Lord 1 ml 
have free Courſe, and be gloriſiedt. 

Ir were eaſy to ſhew you at jarge, th 
T time for it, that-Chriſtian People are bount 
to pray for the Miniſters of che Gaſpel fi 
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Chriſt's ſake,” from whom they receive their 
Cmmiſſion and Inſtructions, upon whoſe 
grand they are ſent, in whoſe Name they 
it, and for whom: they negotiate with the 
dals of Men upon and about the moſt im- 
portant Affairs of his Glory, and their Sal- 
ation, and to whom they muſt give an Ac- 
wunt of their Embaſſy. And that they 
tould be much in Prayer for Miniſters, be- 
e (as I have already intimated) Mini- 
rs land in need of all the Help that their 
Publ can poſſibly afford them in this way, 
ſhe Charge and Burden' that lies upon them 
eng very great and heavy, their Work be- 
;e moſt painful and laborious,. and a vaſt 
a of miſterial Prudence, and Zeal; and 
itience, and Self-denial, and Courage, and 


urge thereof; eſpecially, conſidering the 
dent Oppoſition they do and muſt expect 
b meet with in the Exerciſe of their Of- 
, partly from the remaining Corruptions 
their own Hearts, which are many, 
mid prove much to ſtrong for them, if 
ey were to go out againſt them in their 
n unaſſiſted Strength; partly from the Sub- 
y and Malice of their Adverſary the De- 
who owes them the greateſt Spight, as 
ag the moſt avowed Enemies of his dark 
haagdom; and partly, from the Stubborn- 
un and Obſtinacy of carnal unconverted Sin- 
4 
0 Miſapprehenſions of ſome well- mean 
* Chriſtians eat and the fatal Divi- 
1 


nſtancy, being requiſite to the due Dif- 


yea, and from the unhappy Miſtakes 


 fions TS | 
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fions that in conſequence. hereof do tog d 
ten fall out among the Profeſſors of Rel 
gion, which do many times greatly yy 
the Hands and diſcourage the Heart of M 
niſters, and prove a fad: Obſtruction to the 
in the Proſecution of their Maſter's Vis 
AnD, laſtly, I might ſhew you, That pe 
ple are bound to pray for Miniſters, not onl 
for Chriff's ſake, and for the jake of that M 
#:ifters, but alſo for their own ſakes; + Why 
you pray for us, you in effect pray fot yn 
ſetves, for your own ſpiritual Profit and Rd 
fication, which it is the Work and Buſint 
of Miniſters to promote unto the _— 
their Power. 
Bor I muſt leave theſe things: wk 
ther enlarged upon in your own privateM 
ditations, leſt I ſhould exceed all -bouritls 
this Exerciſe. And, I hope, my Beloved; 
you are already fo well convinced and pe 
ſuaded of your Duty in this Particular, 
your Miniſter ſhall never want the'Benefit 
your moſt ardent ä on Hit 
Half. bla 
An as you are . pray far: 4 [ 
all the now-mentioned Accounts, ſo it 
be your Duty to hear ben to. his — 
fridlivis;. Admonitions, an Exhortutia 
and to yield a ready Obedience thereun 
fo far as they ſhall appear to you to be n 
able to the Mind and Will of his and-yl 
Lord and Mafier Feſus. And. you ſhoule 
your utmoſt affi/# bim in all hi Adniiuiſſi 
tions in your ſeveral Places. it 1 


n 
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your Endeavour: to make his Bard 4 Work as 
af as poffible, hat be may be wath- me 
without diſconraging diſpiriting Fear, or 
mrious and ſolicitous Care, with reference 
gy of the Affairs of a preſent; Life. 

In a word I would earneftly en 
pyou the maintaining and cultivating mutual - 
love. Be at 38 cn 3 
the concl 

jonate Advice 5 2 Exbuortto to te Be. 
ers at Theſſtlonica *.. e 
Ex DEAvOUR to free your:Minds; 28 
uch as may be, from Prejudice and Pak. 
on, and put che beſt and moſt charitable 
nſtruction upon , each: others Words and 
tions, and make the moſt candid} Inter- 
tation of them that the Matter will any 
uy bear, and be ready to make All favour- 
fe mutual Allowances for human Infirmities, 
vd carefully obſerve that excellent Direc- 
on of the Aba le to the Philigptans, Whereta 
lave alreudy attained, walk" by "tbe" — 
ul; mind the ſame: things, even. rie tllin 

. make fun Fraue, and things where 
nay ediſ another +. And as the n 
ele lays to the Cerumb,Et Bet al. mY 
bogs: be 5 :apith «Charity t Charity not 
ly tow/ ard yourſelves, but alſo towards cn 
Hour Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, — 
urs and Acquaintance, who. in ſome 
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lar. Inſtances, and in ſome leſſer Nate, : 
lay differ from vou Think mus and often | 


i, 


 eafily provoked, thinketh, no. Evil: 
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of that inũiable Desen a Up 
gives of this excellent Grace, in ky 
emphatical Words, which deſerves tha 
N (Charity ſuffereth.Jong, 

kind ; Charity: envieth not, Charity. 
not. iefelf; 10 not puffed. up: Doth: "riot 4h 
itſelf: unſeemiy, ſeeketh not ber du 


not in Inipuity, but rejoiceths in \thel 
Beareth all things;: r by 
all things, endureth all. things K. A 
which ud afford matter for a 1 ni 
ful Comment. But 1 hope, iy, Be wed 
will make Conſcience of commenting 
in and by your Practice, which will 
beſt Exetaplification and Illuſtration * 
ISH ALL concludeall with the ſame q 
excellent Words, towards the Cloſe of 
ond Epiſtle to the Corintbiani 3 
Brethren;-farewel; be perfect, be of: gad 
fort, be of one Mind, live in Peu 
God of Love and Peace ſhall» B 
And withe the affectionate Leave W 
takes of the Elders of the Church g 
ſus; And nom, Brethran, Icom 
Cad, and in the Mord f hi Gnac 
able to build you up, and to give 5 
beritancꝑ among all them which; are Jan 
here +, and ſhall be eternal ſaved 
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